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S H U T E, 

LORD BISHOP OF X.AN9APP. 
MY tOlLtt 

THHE favourable opinion, which 
-■* your LorcUhip was pieafed to 
entertain of this little Work in the 
firfl: Edition, has induced me to give 
it a Revifal, and, by removing fome 
inaccuracies, to render it lefs un* 
worthy your acceptance. 

T«AT fo flight a performance 
fliould have been able to attract 
your notice, I muft attribute t6 
that vigilant, unremitted attention, 
which fo eminently diftingmfhes 
your Lordfhip's condud: $ and makes 
you eftecm no attempt undeferving 
your regard, which has the remotefl: 
tendency to promote the. interefts of 
religion or learning.. 
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DEDICATlOlSr. 

That this littte manual may be 
of foriie ufe, cfpecially to the* Youth 
of both S^esi I am encouraged to 
hope, from the candid reception it 
h^s met with in cur Univerfitics, • 
where, I am told, fome of the Tutors 
have adopted it^ as a proper com^ 
|)endium. to be put into the hands 
of. the younger Students at their 
entrance on a courfe of facred lite- 
rature. If it contributes in any 
jiegree to make the Holy Scriptures 
more attentively read and better 
,underflood, I fhall efteem it a pe- 
culiar happinefs to have had this 
opportunity of teAifying the fmcere 
refpecl, with which I am, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip's 
Moft obliged and 
. Faithful Sei-vant, 
.. Thomas Percy^ 
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PREFACE. 



A CLEAR introduflory illuftration' 
of the feveral Books of the New 
Testament, (hewing the defign of 
their writers, the nature of their con- 
tents, aad whatever .elfe is previoufly 
neceffary to their being read with under- 
ftanding, is a work, that, if well exe- 
cuted, mtjft prove the beft of commen- 
taries, and frequently fuperfede the 
want of all other. Like an intelligent 
guide, it dire£is the Reader right at his 
firft fetting piit, and thereby faves him 
the trouble of much after-inquiry : Or^ 
like a map of a country, throi^ which 
he is to travel; if confulted 'befiore^ 
hand> it gives him a general view of thjcf 

A3 jour* 



tf PREFACE. 

•journey, and preveots his being after- 
wards loft and bewildered. 

That the following little work will 
be found to anfwer this flattering de- 
Icriptioo, tbe Compiler xlares not take 
upon him to aflert; he can oiily fay, 
that the contents are chiefly extrafted 
from two eminent Writers, who have 
particularly diftinguiflied themfelves in 
this branch of ' fibred criticifm, and 
have lately thrown great light upon the 
fubjeft. 

The firft of thefe is, Mr. Profeflfor 
Mjchaelis, of his majefty*s univerfity 
of Gottingen, whofe " Introdu£!ory 
y Leftures to the facred Books of the 
" New Teftament,'' tranflated from 
the .German, were publiflied, in one 
yolurae quarto, in 1761*. The other 
is the Rev. Dr. Lardner, whofe '' Hif- 

* 

* Since this translation of Mr. Michaelis's 
Book w^ prot^l&hed, t^at eminent Writer has very 
piuch improved and enlarged his Work in the ori- 
ginal German ; and it wifl give satisfaction to the 
" • ' . - learned 
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^^ lory of the Apoftles and Evangelills, 
" writers of th§ New Teftament, with 
" Remarks and Obfefvations on every 
" Book," was printed in three Vo* 
Jumes Svo,; in 1760. The former of 
thefe has difplayed fo much ingenuity 
and difcernment^ and the latter fuch a 
depth of learning, as give the greateft 
advantage to fuch as would avail them« 
felves of their labours. 

But as their works are not of porta- 
ble fize, and contain a multitude of cu- 
rious difquifitions not within the reach 
of the generality of readers, the editor 
was tempted to givq a {hart abftrafl of 
their refpeftive contents, cleared from 
all mifcellaneoiis digredions, and re- 
duced within a fmall compafs for the 
pocket. He has not, however, merely 
confined himfelf to thofe two writers, 

leaitied Reader to be inforxned,thataTratisIatiiQfi 
of this excellent Perforjnance, with all the late 
additions and improvements of the deceased 
Author, may soon be expected. 

but 
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but has enriched hisr ifvotic from dtiher 
atitliors 5 thus in the Key to the writ- 
ings of the feveral fivangelifts^ a full 
account is given of the carious Hypo*- 
thefis of the learned and ingenioiss Dr, 
Ottek, who, in his « Obferyations on 
*• the Four Oofpek/' Sww 1764, has 
opened a new fource of information^ 
and, by comparing the original Ian* 
guage of the fcvcral ErangeMs, has 
ftarted many new hints, which had ef- 
caped former inquirers. If the Doftor 
Ihould find a difBculty propofed, in 
the following pages, in refpeQ to on^ 
part of his fcheme : he wiH aMb fee a 
folulion offered, which the editor tcp- 
prebends will give new ftrength and 
confitlency to the whole argument. 

BESIDES thefe late writers, fecourfe 
was occaiionally had to the learned and 
«rfeivl labours of Ftlc, Do&brii^gb^ 
B£KG£LitTS, Du?iir, and other former 
Critics and Conu&cx^tators -, fxom ieach 

of 
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of whom fuch parts were fele£led as 
feemed moll folid and judicious; form- 
ing, in the whole, what, it is hoped^ 
will be found a clear, concife, and not 
inconfiftent campilatjon ; in which the 
editor frankly acknowledges that very 
littje will be found of his own, and 
that he has no other merit than that of 
bringing into one compendium what- 

eyer he thought was moft excellent ixk 
io many valuable writers. 

' After this little work was firfl: com- 
mitted to the prefs, the editor was fa* 
voured by an ingenious friend with the 
fhort Account of the feveral Sefts and 
Herefies that prevailed in the times of 
Christ and his A potties. A general 
knowledge of thofe is fo neceffary to 
our right underftatiding thefacred writ- 
ings, in which one or other of them 
are conftantly alluded to, that this work 
would have been imperfeft without it ; 
it is therefore prefixed, by way of In- 

TRODUC- 
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TRODxrcTiOK. In compiling this brief 
iketch, the writer acknowledges him- 
felf indebted not only to the valuable 
works of GonwYN, Prideaxjx, Cal- 
MET, and Stackhoitsb, but to the very 
learned Syftem of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 
by Mr. Chancellor Moshbim^ of the 
Univerfity of Gottingen. 

To the fame friend the editor is alfo 
indebted for the (hort Analyfis, or Key, 
to the Prophecies contained in the Re- 
velations, with which thk little book 
is coodudod* 
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OF 

THE JEWISH SECTS, 

OK 

PARTIES ALLUDED TO IN T^E GOSPELS. 
THE PHARISEES. 

HPHE Pharisees were a feft among the 
Jews, that had fubfifted at leaft above 
a century and half before the appearance of 
our Saviour. They afifeded the moll profound 
regard for the Law of God, and the facred 
Books; but for the interpretation of them, 
and the manner in which they were to be 
obeyed, they depended chiefly upon traditional 
accounts. Thefe traditions encumbered religion 
with a thoufand frivolous obfervances, which 
Artw ofF the mind from the more important 
matters of the law ; and made men look upon 
themfelves as holy and acceptable to (xod» 
not fo much from their moral conduS, and 
obfervance of divine inilitutions, as from their 
conformity to certain modes and pun6lilios 
of mere human invention, introduced among 
them under pretence of being the Traditions 
of the Elders/ Hence their more than ordi^ 

* i. e. Ancicnu* 

B 2 nary 
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nary Ilriftnefs in wearing the phylactery, 
and (ingularity in enlarging the borders or 
FRINGES of their garments.^ Hence their 
fuperftition about the Sabbath^ as if it had 
been unlawful on that day to walk in the 
fields, or to pluck the ears of corn, or to cure 
the fick, or to aid one's neighbour. Hence 
too their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, 
in the demurenefs with which they fafled, 
the exa^tnefs with which they paid their tithes, 
the oftentation with which they , prayed, per- 
forming that duty not only aloud, but in the 
fnoft public turnings of the ftreets ; the ardour 
vith which they encompafled fea and land to 
make profelytes or converts to their fe6l ; their 
frequent waOiing, not only of themfelves, but 
of their vedments and utenfils; and their hold- 
ing at a didance, or feparating themfelves not 
only from Pagans, but from all fucb Jews as 
complied not with their peculiarities. To this 
lail .circumilance they fe.em to have owed the 
name of their fe£l ; the word Pharisee 
being derived frpm a vefb in the; Hebrew,'' 

t Pi 
^ Tlie Phtlactirim were little scrollf pf parch- 
rocBt bound to their foreheads and wrists, o^ lyhich wero 
wriucD texts of Scripture, lakcn from Exod. xiiL D, 16. 
and Deut. vi. 8. xi. 18. With regard to their 'Bos.bERs 
and FMUCEs, the reader will find the oiigiu of this 
distinction iu Numb. xv. 38. Deut. xxii. 1 2. 

^ ttnS, Pfiaraik, To divide. 

which 
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which fignifies to divide or separate. 
This fe3, however, not only held the (ovi 
to be immortal, but had fome flight notions of 
a refurreQion, believing that on fome occa<- 
fions the foul might again re-animate a body : 
Whence their conje£lure abput Chrift upoa 
his firft appearance, that he was either John 
the Baptifi, or Elias, or one of the old pro* 
phets ; and hence too, notwithflanding the 
violence with which they bad oppofed the 
perfonal minifiry of Jefus, that aptitude they 
difpiayed in after^times, beyond fonye of the 
other Jewilh k&$^ to fall-in with hit RevcM 
latioB* 

THE SCRIBES. 

> 

The word Scribes^ as that deaominatioA 
oocurs in the New Teftament, appears lo b^ 
the tkle not of any particular fed, diftinguifli^ 
from all others as to their modes of praQipo^ 
or belief; but a general term, applicable to:^tt 
thofe pf whatever fe£l, who made the I^aw of 
Mofes and the prophetical and facred boo.H# 
ibeir peculiar ftudv) fo as to become capal)le 
of commenting upon them, and thoice of pub- 
licly inilru£ling the people. This o£&ce feero«, 
however, to have been confined to the defren- 
dants of Levi, who being veiy nume/ous, 
and not at all times engaged in the immediate 
fervrce of the temple, had leifure and oppor- 

B 3, tunity 



-J 



62 INTRODUCTIOlSr. 

tunity enough to qualify themfelves for this 
duty, being unembarraffed with fecular cm- 
pioyments, and liberally provided for among 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed from the 
frequent mention that is made in the Gofpel of 
the Scribes and Pharifees in cbnjun£lion, that 
the greateft number of Jewifti Teachers or 
Dodors of the Law/ for thefc are expreflions 
equivalent to Scribe, were at that time of the 
Pharifatcal fe£l. In the Old Teftament, we 
meet with the term Scribe in a fecular fenfe, 
as denoting fometimes a fecretary of fiate,'' 
-fometimes a principal clerk in a court of judU 
cature,^ and fometimes a commiffary or roufter- 
mafier in the army ;' and altho' it is probable 
that a du]y*qualrfied man belonging to any of 
the other tribes might be admitted into any of 
thefe employments, yet the fuperior opportow 
Mty that the defcendants of Levi enjoyed for 
M forts of literary improvements, renders k 
•Hkely that they were generally preferred, 
el{Hseially in ancient times, even to tHefe 
•departments. 

* • \ , 

• So the (friginal ^^Tjrd should have been rcndcrcif, 
^here in our translation it it improperly expressed by ihc 

. modern term, Lawyers. 

• 2 Sam. viii. 17. xx. 25, 

' ' Matt. ii. 4. 1 Maccab. v. 42. 

• 2 Chron. xxvi. 1 Ir 2 Kings xxv. 19. 

THfi 
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THE SADDUCEES. 

- The moft ancient fefil among the Jews 
was that of the Sadducees. This name miy 
either be derived from the Hebrew word 
Sedec, which fignifies justice ; or fcrom a 
certaiti teacher among the Jews called Sadoc. 
The f(»mier feems to have been die origin of 
the appellation, according to the accoant of 
the Sadducees themfelves ; the latter, accord- 
ing to the account given of them by the Pha- 
rifeei iti \he Tahmid. If we admit the former 
'det-iv^^n, it aflign« no fcx*d date <rf the anti- 
qoify ^f this feft f if the :laucr, it aifcertatns 
their rife «o have been burt a few years before 
that of the Pharirees, But be this as it may, 
the Saddutees &em to have been originally 
flri3 adherents to the Mofaic inilitution, and 
td the Canomcal iiooka, only interpreting chem 
iti the WMiftt literal fenfe, and .rejefting^ other 
'^xplk^ttioiiSk The faperiorcfttmatton in which 
'ttiey lieldthe Pentiateuch, or writings of Mofes, 
-to all bther compositions in the facped collec* 
tidn, gave rife in all probability to the report 
of their adverfaries, that tliey entirely rejefled 
the authority of the reft : and the doubts they 
cntercaYned about a future fiate, a do^rine 
not clearly revealed in the writings oi Mofea ; 
and about any appearances of angels or fpirits 
among men,. ftnce the finifhing of the JewiBi 
Canon ; feem to have at firll given a handle to 

B 4 the 
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the Pharifees of rendering them fufpefled of 
irreligion, which in all probability was after- 
wards confirmed by men of lo^fe principles 
.-ihekerir^ themfelves undei? their name. This 
/iienvjDter is.certain^ that at the time. of our 
Saviour this fe£l'i^ reputed to have held doc- 
trines that' were thorougMy impious^^ For 
they are faid to have denied the refurre3ioii of 
the dead» the being of angels, and all exiftence 
of the fpirits or fouM of men departed* It 
wa& their opinion^ that there is no ipiritual 
-Being but God ooly; that as %o man,. ibis 
world is his aU; lhat». at his death, body 
and foul die together neyer to live more ; and 
•that, therefore, there is no future reward nor 
piiniibment. They, acknowledged that. God 
-made this, world by his power^ and governs it 
by his providence; apd, for the carrying on 
<hisr government, hath ordained rewards and 
punifliments, but that they do not extend bo^ 
yond this world'. la a word, ihey feemip^ 
have been Epicareans- in aU refpefls, except- 
ing only that they allowed that God made the 
world by his power, and governs it by his 
providence. Ax the iame time that they held 
thefe looie notions,, they are faid to< have had a 
bigoted attachment to the law of Mo£es ; and» 
whether it proceeded from this, or their Qon- 
fidering our Saviour as a feditious perfony they 

*» Vide Pkidcaox.. 
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JEWISH SECTS. 85 

(bon joined with the Pharifees in bringii^g 
Chriil and his difciples to death ; for Csdaphas^ 
who was of this fed, and who was Higb- 
prieft of the Jews at that time, was he wbp 
condemned Jefus to be crucified ; and Atiamas 
the younger,' another of this fe^^, put to death 
St. James tlie brother of our Lord. 

THE HERODIANS. 

• 

Of the H£R01>iak» we meet with nothing 
among ancient writers, except in the New 

Tefiament itfelf ; where, alfo mention is^ madf 
of certain Gaul^ens, whoie blood, Pilate 
mingled with their iacrifices, and whp are d^r 
fcribed elfewhere in the New Teftament at 
having made an infurreflion againil the gOr 
vemment, and are called Murderers,, or Sii- 
earii.*' The leained Calmet ukes an oppor^ 
tunity hence of imputing to thofe called He^ 
rodians whatever was done by thefe Gali*- 
laeans,. and thinks they were called HkRP<- 
DiANS by the other Jews, becaufe Galilee at 
that time was under the command of Hehoo, 
furnamed Antipas. But when, we r^^ft 
that this inrurre£lion happened long before 
Chriil entered upon, his public miniftry^. even 

> Son of Annas the High -priest, mentioned' in the 
Gospel ; vrho i» also called Ananas, by Jos^iphuft.: '' ' .1 

^ Acts xxi. 38. See a further accoiuit o{ UiisiSqcf, o> 
Barty, p. 29, under. the name of Gavlani ris. 

B j as 



60 INTRODUCTION. 

as early as the loth year of his age, when the 
Infurgents were intirely routed, and the party 
dirperfed; whereas the Herodians are men- 
tioned as ftill fiouriihing at the very time 
when Chrift was employed in his miflion ; we 
cannot forbear aflenting to the judicious con- 
jefiures of Dr. Prideanx and others, who look 
upon the Herodians not as a religious fefi, 
but a political party, who began to become 
eminent in the days of Herod the Great, as 
favouring his claims, and thofe of his patrons 
the Romans, to the fovereignty of Judea. 
Some of thefe» no doubt, might be weak 
enough to imagine, that Herod was the Mef- 
fiah, or wicked enough to pretend that they 
did, in order to ferve his caufe ; and would 
be ready to vindicate his condufi, when, 
the better to pay his court to the Romans, 
tte confecrated temples to feme of their falfe 
deities. And this party having begun in the 
time of Herod the Great, may well be fup-^ 
pofe(i to have continued long afterwards in 
favour and power, by the indulgence of the 
Herods, and influence of the Romans. That 
Leaven therefore of theirs, againft which our 
'Saviour warns his hearers,' mud in this cafe 
have been, either their falfe conceptions of 
the Meffiah» or their pliantnefs and conformity 
Id Idi^Uworlbip, or both* 

' Mark viii. 15. 

OF 
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THE CHRISTIAN SECTS, 

OSl 

HERESIES ALLUDED TO IN THE EPISTLES. 

TT7" HEN the religion of Jefus began to 
be fpread abroad in the world, it had 
not only to ftruggle with avowed adverfaries, 
fiich as the Jew and the Pagan, by whom 
its profeflbrs were expofed to all manner of 
external difgrace and calamities ; . but it had to 
fupport itfelf in its native purity, dignity, and 
.excelleace,^againfl the corrupt doctrines which 
many of thofe whom it received Into its com- 
munity had brought with them from the 
Jewilb or Pagan fyfiems ; for under thefe two 
denominatigns were all mankind at that time 
included ; . and both fo very corrupt, as to be 
far more capable of imparting infection, than 
of becoming pure. 

.1. 
Of the Jews who became Chriftians, there 
were, befides fuch as had been of tlie kA of 
tbe Pharisees, &c. others that had imbided 
tht particular opinions of the Essen £S and the 
Gaula^ites. 

B 6 THE 



*8 INTRODUCTION. 

THE ESSEN ES, 

The Essenes feem ta have been: df a veiy 
remote, antiquity^ TDey might take their rire- 
from that difperfion of their nation, whicb 
happened after their being carried captive into^ 
Babybm The principal character of thb fe^t 
was, that they cbofe retirement, were fober, 
were induftrious; bad* all things in common;, 
paid the higjieft* regard to tBe moral precepts 
of the law, but negl'eQed the ceremonial, 
any farther than what regarded bodily clean- 
linefs, the obfervation- of the Sabbath, and 
jTiaking an annual* prefent to the Temple at 
Jerufalem. They never aflbciated with wo- 
men, nor admitted them into their retreats ; 
but gladly embraced every fair opportunity of 
fupporting and enlarging their fbciety, by 
rearing^ Breeding, educating, and ihftruding 
other men's children, as if they had been 
their own; By the mod facred vows^,^ though 
they were in general averfe to fwearing-, or to 
requiring an oath, they bound all whom they 
initiated among them, to the obfervance of 
piexy, juflice^, fidelity, and modefly; to con^ 
cealthe fecrftls 'of the fraternity, preferve* the 
books of their ihfti'uEtors, and with great care 
commemorate the names of the angels. To 
them in all likelihood the Apoftle alludefe, 
when he inveighs againil tbofe who forbid to 

marry 
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CHRISTIAN HERESIES. 29 

marry^ who comnaands to abftain from meat, 
and who^ through a^ voluntary humility, pay 
worfhip to angels. But a more particular de« 
fcription of thefe errors the reader will find 
below in the account of the iftEpiille to Ti- 
mothy. 

THE CAULAMITES- 

The Gaulanttbs were Galilaeans^ who 
Iiad this name given them from one Judas 
Theudas, a native of Gaul ah, in upper Ga. 
Jilee ; who, in the loth y^ar of Jcfus Chrift, 
which wa» the fail of Auguftus, and ten yeacs 
alter the death of Herod the great,, exxuted his 
countrymen the GalilacanS) and many others 
of the Jews, to take arms and venture upon 
. all extremities, rather than pay tribute to the 
^ Romans, The principles he infufed into his 
.party were, not only that they were a free 
- nation,, and ought to be in fubjeQioiv to no 
pther, but that they were the eled: of God, 
that he alone was their governour,. and that, 
therefore, they ought not to fubipit to any 
ordinance of man. And though he was un- 
&iccefsfu], infomuch that his party in their 
very firft attempt were intirely routed and 
difperfed ; yet fo. deeply had he infufed his 
own enthufiafm into their minds, that they 
never refted, till in their own deftruClion they 
involved the city and temple. To this wild 



30 INTkODUCitlO^. 

and fanatic party feem to fee addreffed many 
of thofe paffages in the New Teftamem, 
wherein obedience to magiftracy is fo pioufly 
and rationally inculcated. 

THE NAZAREENS. 

Th£ Pharifees feeih to have compofed the 
chief body of thofe Chriftlan converts, who 
in the earlier times were dlllihguiQied by the 
appellation of Nazareens, Thefe, tho* 
they embraced Chriftianity, yet entered fo 
little into the real fpirit 2tncl genius of it, that 
they wer6 ftill fond of the beggarly elements 
and catnal ordinances of the Ceremonial Law. 
To r'eprefs this their inordinate fupcrftition, 
feems to have bieen the intention of thie feve- 
rity with which the Law is treated in the 
Apbfl'oli'c writings, where not only circumci- 
fioti is 'exclaitned againft, but wc ate taught to 
let tio man judge us with regard to meats or 
drinks, or the obfervancfe ofholy-days, or ^f 
the new moon, or of the fabbath ; which were 
a fiiftdow of things to come, whereof Chrift is 
thfe fubftance.' 



^ ^ki Col. ii. )6, &c. 



' iT/TliE 



CHRtStlAN HfiRESIES. 3! 

IL 

THE GNOSTICS. 

Of the Gentiles who were converted to 
Chriftianity, the moil dangerous and pernici- 
ous kind were thofe who were infefled with 
the Egyptian PniLOSOPttY; a fyftem, as 
It was then taught, intirely chimerical and 
abfurd. The Chriftians of this fort a (Turned 
to themfelves the name of GnostIcs ; a word 
of Greek derivation, implying a Knowledge 
fuperior to that of other men. This word 
docs not occur in the New Teftament ; but 

THE NICOLAITANS, 

of whorfi rtiention h made in the Apocalypfe 
of St. John"*, feerh to have been of the 
Gnostic feft ; as^ were alfp 

THE CERINTHIANS ; 

for mod of the errors" maintained by Cerin- 
THUS» and oppofed in the gofpel of St. John, 
may be derived from the fame fource. 

When we. fay the Gentile converts were 
chiefly liable to the Gnostic infeSion, we 
muft not be underflood to exclude thofe of 
Ibe Jewilb race, many of whom were tainted 

"» See this Sect described in a Note to Revelations. 
" ^ec them described at Urge in the account of St. 
John's Gospel. 

with* 
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with it, but they feem to have derived it from 
the Eflenes." 

THE EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY. 

The maintainers of this philofophy held^ 
that the fupreme Being, though infinitely per- 
fect and happy, was not the creator of the 
univerfe, nor the only independent being : 
for, according, to them. Matter too was eter- 
nal. The fupreme Being, who refides in the 
immenfity o£ fpace, which they called Plerd^ 
ma^ or iulnefs,, produced from himfelf, say 
they, other immortal and fpiritual natures, 
ftiled by them yEons^ who filled the refidence 
of the Deity with beings fimilar to themfelvcs. 
Of thefe beings, fome were placed in the 
higher regions, others in the lower. Thofe 
in the lower regions were nigheft to the place 
of matter, which originally was an inert and 
formlefs mafs, till one of them, without any 
cohiminion from the Deity, and merely to Diew 
h+s own dexterity, reduced it into form and 
order, and enlivened fome parts of it with 
animal fpirit. The Being who atchieved all 

• See tlie account of the flnt Epistle taTimothy, Sec. 

P Mon ip Greek., piopeily tigotfies the^ge ftf imih, bat 
having been employed by philosophers to express the 
duration of spiritual and invisible bcix^s, the Beings 
themselves were iirt«rward8 figuratively called Mons^ or 
Durations, Sec' 

this, 
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this, thev called the DEMiURGtrs.* But fuch 
was the perverfenefs of Riatter, that, when 
brought into form, it was the fource of aU 
evil. The fupreme Being, therefore, never 
intended to have given it a form ; but as that 
had been no^^ done, he, in order to prevent 
Tnifchief a$ much as poffible, added to the 
aivimal fpirit of many of the enlivened pari9, 
rational powers. The parts to whom rational 
powers were thus given, were the origi»ial 
parents of the human race ; the other ani« 
^nated parts, were the brute* creation. Un- 
Juckily,' however, the interpofition of the fu- 
preme Being was in vain ; for the Demiurgus 
grew fo afpiring, ' that he feduced men from 
their allegiance to the fupreme Being, and 
diverted ail their devotion to himfelf. 

These are the out-lioes of this phantafiic 
^ philofophy. The corruptions flowing from 
ir, when adapted to CKriflianity, were thefe. 
They held that the God oi the Jevits was 
the Demiurgus.; that to overthrow and 
fubvert the power and dominion of this 
Demiurgus^ j£sus» one of the celedial 
,i£ons, was fent by the fupreme Being to 
enter into the body of the man Christ, 
in the fhape of a dove ; that Chrifl, by his 
miracles and fufFerings, fubver^ed the king- 
dom of the Demiurgus ; but when he came to 

4 L e. The operator^ artificer, or workman. 

fuffcr,. 
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fufier« the JEjoia Jefus carried along with liirn- 
ieiF the foul of Chrill, and left behind upon 
the ciofSf only* his body and animal fpirit: 
that the Old Tefiament oi^bt to be reje3ed, 
as having been the means whereby the Demi- 
URGUs fapported his influeiKe among men; 
that the ferpent who deceived Eve, ought to 
be honoured, for endeavouring to refcue men 
from their flavery to the Demiurgus; and, 
finally, that we ought not to marry, or pro^ 
create children, beeaufe, sci fo doing, w ge- 
nerate Tfiatier, which is the fowrce of all evil; 
and that there is tio reforrefilioa of the bodyi. 
)>ecaure tlie body is maseriaL 

Agaikst this philoibphy, and not agaiaft 
true fctence of ^ny kind, ane all tfaofe texts of 
the New Tefiament leveikd, wliich ibem to 
arraign philofophy. This is that philofophy 
tvhieh ife there defcribfcd &s vain, 4efeeitFul, 
traditionary, formed upon th^ rtidimentsof th(^ 
world, and not after Chrift. Thefe are the 
profane and old wives fables ; the endlelil ge- 
nealogies, vain baibblings, ^tid oppofitions of 
fciencfe fklfely fo called, which we are to re- 
jeS, ahd n6t to give heed to. And of thefc 
' Sophifts, or Gnoftics, as they called them- 
fclves, the Apoftles write, when they fay, 
' " There are certain men crept in unawares, 
*** who were before of old ordained to this con- 
** derohatbn ; ungodly men, turning the grace 

- "of 
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of our God into lafcivioufnefs, and denying 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jefus 
" Chrift/ " And again. •* Now if Chrift 
•• be preached that he rofe tVom the dead, 
•* how fay fome among you, that there is no 
•' refurreflion of the dead ? ' " 

' Jude 4. • 1 Cor. XV. 1 2. 



To this Introduction may not improperly he 
. Jubjointd a Jhort Abstract of the Chro- 
i^OLOGY cf our Lord's Public Minijiry, as 
propojed by Sir Isaac NiiWTON, and fame 
other Critics ^ who make it to have lofted Five 
Paffovers : But the more general opinion is^ 
that if only continued Three Years^ and was 
included in Four Paffovers. Some Critics 
reduce it even to afUllJhorter Period. — See 
the Controvcrfy on this Subjeft between Dr. 
Newton, Bifliop of Waterford, and Dr. 
Priestley. 

It is here copied from Mr. Bowyer's Con- 
jectures on the New Teflament, Sec. 
8vo, X772, a work equally learned and cu^ 
rious. See his Pre/ace, page xxxi. 
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CHRIST'S PUBLIC MINISTRY. 

The Fifteenth of Tiberius began Aug. 19., 
in the year 4742, of the Julian Period. 
(Tiberius's reign began Aug. 19, An. J, P. 
4727. A. D. 14.) So foon as winter was 
over, and the weather became warm enough,. 
John began to baptize. Luke iii. 1. [SupT 
pofe in March.] 

A.D. Tib. The pirst passover, John ii. 

. 3t. 16.17. 33. Wedaefday, Mar. 28, after 

Chrift's baptifm, (which was, 
we may fuppofe, in September, 
the 17th of Tiberius not be. 
ginning till Aug. 19.); he came 
intojudea: (laid baptizing there 
while John was baptizing ia 
i£Don, John iii. 22, 23. 
John caft into prifon in November.. 
About the time of the winter 
Soiftice [in December], four 
months before the harveft, J. C. 
went through Samariainto Cana 
of Galilee, Matt. iv. law A No. 
bleman of Capernaum went ta 
him there^anddefired he would 

come 
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A. D. Tib. come and heal his Son. He 

did not go, but faid, " Go. 
" thy fon liveth." John iv. 

After foipe time there, he pafled 

thro' the mid ft of the people. 

and dwelt in Capernaum, 

Luke iv. 

3Z. 17-18. The SECOND fassov£R, Mon« 

day, Apr. 14. He called Pe- 
ter, Andrew, James and John ; 
Preached the Sermon on the 
Mount, Matt, v ; whither mul- 
titudes followed him from Je« 
rufalem, where he had been at 

. the Feaft. When the winter 
was coming on. He went to 
the feaft of Tabernacles in 
Sept. Matt«viii. 19, 23. Lu. 
ix. 51, ^7. 

He went about the villages of Ga- 
lilee, teaching in their Syna- 
gegues, and working many mi- 
racles, Matt. ix. Sent forth the 
twelve, Matt. x. Received a 
meflage from John the Baptift. 
Upbraided the cities of Chora- 
zin, Bethraida,and Capernaum, 
becaufethey repented not,Matt. 
xL which (hews there was a 
confiderabie time from the im- 
. prifonment of John till now. 

The 
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A. D. Tib. The THIRD ?ASS0VERy FrUay, 
'33» 18-19. Apr. 3. After which the dif- 

ciplesi going through the corn- 
fields^ rubbed the ears in 
their hands, Matt. xii. Luke 
vi. 1. hvkfoiffarrbif " on the fe« 
•• cond prime Sabbath," that is, 
the fecond 6f the two great 
feaifis of the paflbver ; as we 
lay, Low SyNDAY. 

He healed a man on the fabbath- 
day, Matt. xii. 9. Luke vi. 6. 

The Pharifees confulted to deftroy 
him, when be withdrew him- 
felf. Matt. xii. 14. 

He rpake in a (hip three parables, 
«ne of the feedfmen fowing the 
fields, Matt, xiii ; whence we 
may infer it was now feed time; 
and that the feaft of the Taber- 
nacles, in Sept. or Oft. was paft. 

He went into hisowncountry,and 
taught in- the Synagogues 5 but 
did not any mighty work, be- 
caufe of their unbelief. The 
Twelve returned, having been 
abroad a year, and told him of 
John's being beheaded. He de- 
parted privately in a (hip. to 
Bethfatda. Fed five thoufand in 

the 
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A. D. Tib. the defert, Matt. xiv. Luke ix. 

John vi. 4. 

34« 19.20. The FOURTH PASSOVER, Friday, 

Apr. 23. John vi. 4. to which 
he went not up, John vii. 1. 
Henceforward he was found on 
the coafi of Tyre and Sidon ; 
then by the Tea of GaHiee, next 
on the coafi of Caefarea Philippi, 
and laftly at Capernaum, Matt. 
xv.2X.29.xvi.3,xvii. 34. Went 
privately to the Feaft of Tabcr» 
nacles in Autumn, John vii. 2. 
The Jews thought to ftone hiiPj^ 
but he efcaped, John viii. 59; 
Went to the Feaft of Dedication 
in Winter, John x. 122. The Jews 
feeking to kill him, he fled be- 
yond Jordan, John x. 39, 40. 
Matt. xix. 1. On the death of 
Lazaruscameto Bethany, John 
xi. 7. 1 8. Walked no more 
openly, but retired to Ephraim, 
a city in the wiidernefs, till 
25. 20. The FIFTH and last passover, 

Wednefday, Apr, 13. John xi. 

53 — 55* I" ^^^ Confullhip of 
Fabius and Vitellius*. 

* Seefitrtker, eaneeming the above Ckr&noiogjf, the SdEdilion 
jfif Bovyer't Canjeciuret, I'iB^, 4/f. ^. 149, compared xoith 
Trtface, p, 24—32. 
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NEW TESTAMENT. 

nPHE facred Writings, which Chriftians 
receive as divinely infpired, arc called in 
general Scripture, or The Scriptures, 
a word which literally fignifies Writing, or 
The Writings, This Tide often occurs 
in the New Teftament% and was commonly 
applied in the time of our Saviour to denote 
the books -received by the Jews as the rule of 
faith : it has fince been extended to the writ- 
ings of the Apoftles** and Evangelifis, as 
compleating the whole of divine revelation ; fo 
that the writings of the Old and New Tefla- 
ment are indifcriminately called by Chriftians, 
by way of diftinftion, Scripture, or The 
Scriptures. 

The whole colleQion of thefe facred writings 
is called the Bible : This word originally 

<^ 2 Tim. iii. 16. Luke iv. 21. 
^ 2 Pet. iii. 16. 

C fignifies 



-* 

^ 



42 A KEY TO THE 

fignifies Book, and is given to the writings oF 
the Prophets and Apoftles by way of eminence. 
Thefc colleftively are called The Book, or 
Bible, the Book of Books, as fuperior in 
excellence to al-l others in the world. 

The holy Scriptures are divided into the 
Old and New Testamwt. The former 
contains the books written under the Old 
Difpenfation of the Law of Mofes i the latter 
thofe publiflied under the New Difpenfation 
of the Gofpel, 

The New Testament (containing the 
infpired books written after Chrift's afcenfion 
into heaven) is intitled in Greek H kainh 
AIAQHKH, a title which was early borrowed 
by the church from Scripture % and autho- 
rized by St. Paul himfelf '• 

This title*, according to the paflages of 
Scripture whence it is taken, ihould be render- 
ed Covenant. And in this view, Tuz 
New Covenant fignifies, *' A Book con- 
'* taining the terios of the new Covenant 
**' between God and Man/' But according to 
the meaning of the Primitive Church, which 
beftowed this title, it is not altogether impro- 
perly rendered N4ew Testament; a3 being 
^at wherein the ChriiUan's inheritance is 

« Matt. xxvi. 28, GaL iii. 17. Heb, viii. 8. ix. 15, 20. 
* 2 Cor. iii. 14. 

1 fealed 
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fealed to him as a fon and heir of God» and 
wherein the death of Chrtft as a teflator < is 
related at larg^, and applied to our benefit* 
As this title implies ths^ in the Gofpel unfpeak* 
able gifts aye given, or bequeathed to us ; ante- 
cedent to all conditions required of us; the 
title of Testament may be retained, althd' 
that of Covenant is moft exaft and proper. 
The facred writings of the New Teftament 
are all handed down to us in the Greek 
Language, which was that moft generally 
underftood at the time they were written, and 
are part Hifiorical, part Epiftolary, and part 
Prophetical **. Of the former are, 

THE FOUR GOSPELS. 

The word EYArrEAiaN Evangelium 
(Gospel) fignifies in Greek authors any joyful 
tidings, and is exa£lly anfwerable to our EngliQi 
word Gofpel, which is derived from A\e Saxon 
words God (good), andSpel, (fpeech or tidings.) 
In the New Teftament this term is confined to 
'* The glad tidif^ of the a£lual coming of 
" the Meffiah; and is even oppofed to the 
prophecies concerning Chrift, (Rom. i. 1, 2.) 
So in Matt. xi. 5. our Lord fays, " The Poor 
'• have the Gofpel preached to them :" i. e. 
The coming of the Melliah is preached to the 
Poor. Hence the Church gave the name of 

« Heb.ix, 16, 17. ** Viz. Revelations. 

Gofpels 
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Gofpels to the Lives of Chiift, that is, to thofe 
(acred hiftories wherein the good news of t^e 
coming of the Mefliah, with all its 'joyful 
circumftances, are recorded. 

TiiE Chronological Order of thefe facred 
narratives, according to the mod eminent critics 
who have confidered this fubje£l, is as follows. 



TABLE 

OP THE 

HISTORICAL BOOKS, 

With the Places when and where written, 
according to Mr. Michaelis. 

Book. Place. A. O. 

St.Matthew. Judia, ornearit. 61 

In Hebrew, for the Use of the Hebrews, 

St. Mark. Rome. 61 

For the Use of the Romans who understood 

not Hebrew. 

St. LvKi. Alexandria. 63 or 64* 

For the Use of the Gentile Christians in 

Egypt, Greece, &c. 

St. John. Ephesus. 69 

To refute the Errors of Cerintlius and the 

Gnostics. 

The Acts by St. Luke. Alexandria. 63 or 64 

For the Use of Churches every where. 



Dr. 
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Dr. Mill and Dr. Lardner concur for 
the moft part in thefe dates. See. only the latter 
thinks St. Matthew's Gofpel was writ in 
Greek about a. d. lxiv; that St. Mark's 
was alfo. penned the fame year ; and that St. 
Luke's Gofpel and Afls of the Apoftles were 
firft publifhed in Greece. — Dr. Mill thinks 
St. John's Gofpel was written fo late as the 
year xcyii, not long before his death. : 

It is the general opinion of Vnefe and almoft 
all other Critics, that the firft three Evangeliils 
had not feen each other's Gofpels, when they 
compofed their own, except St. Mark, who 
is allowed to have abridged that of St. 
Matthew : But an ingenious writer * has 
lately compared the feveral Gofpels together 
in the original langiiage, and thinks he hath 
difcovercd ftrong internal proofs of the con-, 
trary *.. he has therefore offered a new arrange* 
ment according to the following table. 

Dr. Owen. See hit Observations on the Four Ga^ 
pels,. 8vo. lliH. 
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SCHEME 

Of the Times, Places^ and Occasions of writing the 
Gospels, according to Dr. Oweo. 

Gospels. Places. A. D. 

St. MikTiHcw's Jehusalim. . about 38^ 

For the Use of the Jewish Conrerts. 

St. Luke's Corihih. about 53^ 

For the Use of the Gentile Coaveru. 

$1. Maek's Roms. abotttea 

For the Use of Christiaos at large. 

St. John's Ephesus. about 69 

To confute the Cerinthian and other Hc^sles. 

ThM ingenious vriter thinks, St. Mat- 
thew wrote his gofpcl for the ufe of the 
Churdhes at Paleftine, then compofed of JewUh 
converts,' and adapted to the condition of the 
times, and nature of their circumAances* 

"When the Gentiles were admitted into the 
Chriftian Church, St. Luke, as the exigence 
of their flate required, ftrengthened their faith 
by another gofpel, accommodated to their 
fpecial ufe. 

* This and the Date of St. Luke's Gospel are contro- 
verted in the following Pages ; however, the general 
Arrangement may be allowed to stand here. 

"And 
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** And when the invidious diflinSion be- 
tween Jtw" and Gentile had well nigh ccafed, 
St, Mark, wifely rejeSing the many peculi- 
arities of thefe two Gofpcis ; compared a 
third out of their moft important contents^ 
for the benefit and inftru£lion of Chriflians at 
large. 

** And afterwards, when the Church was 
infefted by Heretics, St. John undertook to 
confute their errors from the life and con- 
verfation of Chrift : which produced the laft 
of thefe Gofpels ; and afforded the author an 
opportunity of relating feveral remarkable 
things which had been omitted by bis prede« 
ceffors." 

'* Th£S£ four Gofpels, he thinks, form 
one complete Syst£M of divinity : and 
if we read them in the order they are here 
placed in, we (hall find them improving on 
one another, and yet all confpiring to one 
end, to a perfe£l reprefentation of revealed 
Religion. Each of the authors confulted the 
writings of his predeceffors ; and cither by 
the additions of fa£ls — explanation of terms — 
or confirmation of do3rine, contributed fome- 
thing to the common flock and the general in- 
firu3ion of Chriftians. They like wife quoted 
each other's words, and thereby recommended 
each other's hiflories ; by which means they 
became not only mutual vouchers for the truth 

C4 of 
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of tbefe genuine Gofpels, but at the fame time 
joint-oppofers of all thofe fpurious ones that 
vfcrc impioufly obtruded upon the world. St. 
Luke by his quotations referred bis readers to 
the Gofpel of St. Matthew. St.. Mark 
again referred to both the former, x^nd all 
three were approved of by St. John, and ap- 
pointed to be read in Churches. And after- 
wards when he wrote his own, it was ufherqd 
into the world with the knowledge^ approba- 
tion, and perhaps teflimony of all the Adatic 
bifhops. Thus was the whole Evangelic Hif- 
tory finally clofed, and the Evangelical Canon 
eflabli{bed upon the firmed ground, and by the 
noil venerable authority «'^ 



1 
or 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. MATTHEW. 

nn HIS Gofpel was written before the 
other three. The author of it was an 
cye-witnefs of mpft of the fafts he relates, 
having been early called to the Apoftolic Office 
by Chrift himfelf '. Befides the name of Mat- 
thew, he had alfo that of Levi, being the 
fen of AlphEus; but not of that Alpheus 
or Cleophas, who was the Father of James, 
&c.^ He was originally by profeflion a pub- 
lican, or colleflor of the Roman taxes: His 
office confifted in gathering the cufiomsof fuch 
commodities as came by the fea of Galilee, 
and in receiving tribute from fuch paffengers as 
went by water. This lucrative poft he chear- 
fully quitted for the fake of Chrift, to whom 
he became a faithful attendant and eve-witnefs 
of all his miracles. 

In what year St. Mattliew wrote his Gofpel 
k not agreed by ancient writers; ferae dat- 
ing it in the year of Chrift xli, others in 

* See Matt. ix. 9- Mark ii 14. 
*• Matt. X. 3, 

C 5 XLIX, 
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'^Lix, and others between the year's LXI and 
Lxiv^ This lall account is gathered frons 
Irenaeus, and is what the moil judicious Mo-> 
dern Critics ^ are inclined lo prefer '^ not only 
as Irenieus was the mod ancient of tfaofe wha 
have given the ch'cumftance of time, but for 
other reafons. The Hebrews fuflPered about 
that time a heavy perfecution, which almof! 
drove them to apoftacy* and obliged St. PauF 
to write his Epiftle to them. In thefe cireum-' 
fiances nothing could be of more expediency 
and ufe to them, than a hiftory of the miracle» 
and refurre£Hon of Chrift. It is moft probable 
therefore that both his Gofpel and the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews were written* wkh the fame 
view, to preferve the Chrifiians of Judea in 
the fartb. 

Again, this Gofpel contains feveral plain 
predi&ions of the miferies and defolation of 
Jerufalem, and of the overthrow of the Tem- 
ple, &c. befides many other figurative intima* 
tionsof the fame thing, which could not faliely 
be publi(hed to all the world in writing, til) 
towards the concluficMi of the Jewifli Bate. 

An ingenious writer ''has lately propofed 
a much earlier date of St. Matthew's Gof-^ 

« MiCHAiLis ,ii for the year 61. Lardkih is 
fcr 64. See also BxsNAei, Ac. 

^ Dr. Owen. See bi» Observations on the Four 
.Gospels, 8vo. p. 3d, 

pel 
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pel : He indeed thinks that it was writ in a 
time rf perfecmion, for the Ufe of the Jews ; 
but then he fuppofes it was in that fitft-perfe- 
cution, which ra^d in Palefiine after the death 
of the Martyr Stephen : about the year of 
Chrift xxxviir, in the fecond year of the Em- 
peror Caligula. 

There h however a eapital objefiion to 
tliis very early date^ and that is, the great 
clearnefs with which the comprehenfive defign 
of the Chrifiian Difpenfation, as extending 
to the whole Gentile world, is unfolded in this 
Gofpel. Whereas it is well known and allowed 
by all, that for a while our Lord's Difciples 
laboured under Jewifli prejudices ; and thait 
they did not fully underftand all his Difcourfes* 
at the time they were fpoken. They could not 
clearly defcern the extenfive defign of the Gof- 
pel fcheme, till after St. Peter had been at the 
houfe of Cornelius, and there received Gen- 
tile converts into the Church without Circum- 
cifion^; nor indeed till after the Gofpel had 
been preached abroad in foreign countries b]r 
St. Paul and other Apoftles. 

Now if we turn to St. Matthew's Gofpel, 
we every where find the enlarged views of his 

« Vide John xvi. 12 — 14; and other passages. 
' Acts, Ch. X, This Event is placed by Chrohologists 
about the year 09, 

C 6 divine 



5« OF THE GOSPEL 

divine Mafter reprefented in too clear a mail- 
ner to admit a doubt that the writer was ig- 
norant of their full tendency and meaning. 
Thos he (hews that the Apoftles were to. teach 
all nations'. He reprefents the fpirituaiity 
.and freedom of the Gofpel ^ : And that our 
Saviour was defigned to be a hleifing to the 
' Gentiles ^ That the fame Evangelift under- 
flood the calling of the Gentiles and the rejec- 
tion of the Jews may be inferred from fcver^jF 
•paflages ^. He had alfo a diftin£l apprehen- 
fion of the extent of our Lord's Kingdom and 
the progrefs of his Do3ine, when he record- 
,ed thofe parables in Chap. xiii. And it is 
probable he had fome knowledge of the Gof- 
'pel's having been preached out of Judea, when 
he put down that declaration concerning the 
wom<m in Ch. xxvi. 13. 

Tu£R£ is alfo an expreflion ufed once or 
.twice, intimating that fome confiderable fpace 
of time had elapfed between the event and the 
time when this Gofpel was written. See 
-Chap, xxvii. 8, and Chap, xxviii. i^'. 

• Ch. xxvii:. 19. . 

fc Ch. XV. 10. 20. 
. ' Cb. ii. Ch. iii. 9. 

» Ch. viii. 10. 12. Ch. xxi. 33. 46. Ch. xxii. 1. 14. 

' Sec til is argument, handled more at large by Or. 
Lardncr, Supplement, Ch. v. Vol. i. The same Au- 
thor has shown many advantages of the late publication 
•f the Gospel in his Credib. Vol. viii. p. 124. 137. 

Who- 
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Whoever weighs all thefe circumftances 
will rather be inclined to fix the date of this 
Gofpei in the later perfecution of the Jewilh 
Chriftians of Paleftine about the year sixty* 
ONE, thai) in the more early one in thirty- 
EIGHT, For it is the unanimous opinion of 
Antiquity, that 

" St. Matthew wrote his Gofpei for the 
ferviceof the Jews in Paleftine *" ; with a view 
.to confirm thofe who believed, and to convert, 
if poflible, thofe who believed not.'' This 
opinion is fupported by feveral pafTages of his 
Gofpei. Thus the Evangelift begins with the 
Genealogy of Chrift from Abraham ; which, 
agreeably to tlie JewiQi cuftom, be gives ac« 
. cording to the legal defcent by Jofeph his 
fuppofed Father ; deducing it down from 
Abraham through David, to (how bis title to 
the Kingdom of Ifrael. Thus alfo he refers 
often to Jewifh cufioms ; relates the moft of 
our Saviour's difcourfes againft Jewifh errors 
and fuperftitions " ; quotes the greateft num* 
.ber of paflages from the JewiQi Scriptures ; 
anfwers the moft confiderable Jewilh objec- 
tions ; and frequently makes ufe of the terms 
and phrafe* of Jewifli Theology. 

■» Origen, apud Euseb. L. vi. c. 25. IT.cron. 8c 
Theopt^ylact in Mat. — Vide Dr. Owen, passim. 
» Ch. xxiii. 1—33. 

That 
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That this Evangelift wrote m a time of 
Perfecation, appears from the many ufeful 
leflbiu which he gives to comfort and fupport 
the; fuflering Chriftians; and to moderate, 
win over, or at Icaft deter, the perfecoting 
Jews. With regard to the Chriftians, he in- 
forms them that their ai9i£lions were' no more 
than what they had been taught to expefi, and 
had engaged to bear, when they embraced 
the Gofpel • : That their fuflerings were ufe- 
ful to them as trials of their faith ^ : That a 
cowardly defertion of the gofpel would only 
expofe them to greater calamities, and cut them 
off from the hopes of heaven' : That they might 
lawfully ufe means of prefervation, when con- 
fiflent with innocence ' : That the obfervance 
of the rules of the Gofpel was an excellent 
means to foften the fury of their enemies  : 
And that it was better to fuffer martyrdom, 
than by any bafe compliance to incur God's 
difpleafure '. 

On the other hand, with regard to the un- 
merciful Jews, he tries to foften their preju- 



• Ch. X. 21^ ««, 34—36. Ch. xvi. 34. 
p Ch. V. n. Ch. xxiv. 9—13. 

' Ch. X. 28. 32, 33. 39. 
r Ch. X. 16, 17. 23. 

• Ch. V. 39. vii. 12. 24—27. Ch. v. 13—20. 
' Ch. xvi. 25—27. Ch. x. 28. 
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dices, and engage them in the pra£lice of meek« 
nefs and charity " : To this end he inculeatef 
the amiablenefs of a cotnpaflionate and bene* 
volem dtfpoGtion " : its advantages here, and 
tewards hereafter '. He reminds them of the 
judgments iAfli£led on their fathers for the 
true] treatment of the prophets, and that they 
might exped worfe if they perfifted in the 
Ways of cruelty ' : for that God, though long- 
fuflering, would at laft vindicate his ele6(, 
dknd punifh their oppreffors with a general de« 
ftru£iion '. 

St. Matth£W is faid by ancient writers 
to have written his Gofpel originally in He- 
brew or Syriac; out of which it was early 
tranflated, either by hrmfelf, or fome other 
Apoilolic writer, into Greek, as being the 
more univerfal language. However, fome 
judicious Critics among the modems, by ex- 
amining the internal StruQure of the Greek 
Text, have found reafon to believe, that the 
ancients were miilaken in this refpefi, and 



" Ch. ix. 13. 

^ Ch.v.3l-48. Ch. xviii. 23— 35, 
* Ch. r. 5. 7. 9, Ch. x. 40—42. Ch. xviii. 23—35. 
Ch. V. 21—26. Ch. xxv. 31—46. 
y Ch. xxiii. 27—39. Ch. x. 14, 15. 
' Ch. xxiv. 1, &c. 
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that the Greek Copy is not a verfion, but the 
original *• 

After all, whether the prefent Gofpel was 
the original or the tranflation, it is agreed on 
all hands to be of divine authority, being 
publiihed in the Apoftolic Age; univerfally 
received by the Chriflian Church as authentic ; 
and many paflages of it being (as a learned 
writer has lately (hown**} incorporated into 
the Gofpels of St. Mark and St. Luke, who 
have thereby borne teftiroony to its genuine 
fenfe, and fet their feals to its authority. 



• ^ See Lardiver, Jortv', Doddridgz, We-T- 
sTsiiv, Basjyagb, &c. However, the contrary opi- 
nion is maintained with no slight arguments by Mi- 

CUAELIS. 

1> See Dr. Owen's Observations on the Four Gos- 
pels. By way of specimen Compare Nfark iv. 1 — ^9, with 
Matt. xiii. 1—9. And Mark xiv. 26 — 46, with Malt. 
xxvi. 30 — ^50. So again compare Luke iii. 4-r-6, with 
Mat. iii, 3, &c. Luke iii. 7 — 9, with Matt. iii. 7 — 10. 
Luke iii. 16, 17, with Matt, iii, 11, 12. Luke xii. 
.82--3.1, with Matt. vi. 25—33. Luke vii. 20. 22— «S. 
with Matt. xi. 3— 11^ &c. &c. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. MARK. 

nPHIS Goljpel IS agreed to have been writ- 
ten by that Mark whom St. Peter 
aiTeQionately calls his Son, i. e. his worthy 
(lifciple% and whom the ancients affirm to 
haver Iseen the familiar companion of that 
apoille. He is alfo believed to have been tl>e 
John furnamed Mark ^ to whofe mother's 
houfe St. Peter retired when releafed by the 
Angel out of Prifon % and who is ^the fame 
John that accompanied St. Paul and Bar- 
nabas in their travels ^ Maivk. was only his 
furname, which he had probably afliimed in 
compliance with the Jewifli cuftom, while .he 
travelled among the heathens, to whom his 
Hebrew n^me of JpHN would have appeared 
too foreign.. 

Jlis. mother dwelt at Jerufalem, and the 
Chriftians aflembled at her houfe ' ; he was 
coufin to Barnabas ^ and attended him and 

« 1 Pet. V. 13. 

^ See Lardner, Mich4BLxS| See. 

« Acts xii. 12. 

' Ibid. ver. 25. [ ' 

 Actsiii. 12, 

^ Col. iv. 10. 

St. 
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St. Paul in their firil travels among the 
' Gentiles ^ but he fooa feparated from them \ 
\vhich occaGon*d a divifion between thefe two 
Apoftlcs, when Barnabas took him along 
with him another journey *. However, when 
St. Mark lived at Rome about the time of 
St. Paul's imprifonment, that apoille had fo 
good an opinion of him, that he reckons him 
among his fellow-labourers % and had thoughts 
of fending him to Colofle *• 

St. Mark, even humanly fpeaking, was a 
very credible witnefs of the Life of Chrift. 
'• He was ftri31y fpeaking an Evangelift, i. e. 
a Preacher fent by the Apoftles to Jews and 
'Gentiles without being confined to any par- 
tkular church. What Timothy was to Su 
Paul, Mark was to St. Peter and Barnabas^ 
'flnd at laft be bore the fame relation to St. 
Paul himfelf; It was ufual for fuch Evange« 
lifts to have extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft*. Hence we have juft reafon to be« 
lieve that St. Mark wrote by infpiration : And 
as the primitive Church has tranfmitted to us« 



' Acts xii. 25. 

^ Acts xiii. 13. 

' Ch. XV. 36—40. 

«° Philem. 24. 

 Col.iv. 10. 

* 1 Tim. iv. Hi and 3 Tim. i. 6* 
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bis Gofpel, as a book of divine authority, 
without ever entertaining the leafi doubts of his 
infpiration, we have no reafon to confider it as 
a mere human compofition. 

St* Mark is nntverfally allowed to have 
wriuen after St. Matthew '', and a learned 
writer^ thinks, he alfo wrote after St. Luke« 
The Gofpels of thefe two Evangelifts were 
written, that of St. Matthew with particular 
reference to the Jews, that of St. Luke with 
a view to the Gentiles; the Gofpel of St. 
Mark (according to this fuppofition) was 
compofed laft of the three, in a ftill more 
fimple form, and for more general ufe. It was 
written at the requefi and for the ufe of the 
ChrilUan Church at Roue; which was at 
that time the gratid, metropolis and common 
center of all civilised nations. St. Mark*^ 
Gofpel is therefore a (imple and compendious 
narrative divefted of almoft all peculiarities, 
and accommodated to the ufe of Chriftians in 
general. 

' M. Michaelis thinks thitt St. Makk had St. Mat. 
Yhiw's Gospel chiefly before him, and wrote princi- 
]>ally with a Design of publishing in a more known Ian* 
t^uage (sc. the Greek) that which St. Matthew had 
written in Hebrew. 

*i Dr. Owen. See his Observations on the Four Gos« 
t>cb, mentioned above in the Introductiaa. 

As 
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As the other two Evangelifts had been h 
full in their accounts of our Saviour's birthr 
and infancy, this will account for St^ Mark's 
paffing over that Period of the hiftory, and 
confining his narrative to the time of our Lord's 
public milTion. And as this had been fo well: 
related already, he had little mere to do than* 
to abridge the two former Gofpels, varying 
fome expreflions, and inferting fome additions, 
which he probably had from St. Peter. Who- 
ever compares St. Mark with the other two 
Evangelifts will find that he copies largely from 
both % and takes one or other of them _ con- 
fianily for his guide, but chiefly St. Matthew : 
the order, which is his own, is very clofe and 
weH conneded. In his account of fafis he is 
clear, exa&, and critical ; for he wrote* for 
the perufal of a learned people : And he pro^ 
eeeds with caution, as it were to clear his 
Gofpel from all obje£lions. 

'' See Dr. Owen's Observations, &c. passim. Com- 
pare in the Greek Mark iv. 1 — 9, with Matt. xili. 1 — 9 ^, 
where the parable of the Sower is taken from St. Matt. 
Su ai^ain m the explanation of the Parable, ver^ 15^-00, 
he had his eye on St. Matt. ver. 19 — 23, till he comca 
to the conclusion, ver. 21, 22, 25, where he. makes a 
transition to St. Luke, ch. viii. 16 — 18. Compare alsa 
St. Mark i. 21— 28, with Luke iv. 31-^37, &c. &c^ 
This co-incidence proves at least ttiat one of these two 
Evangelists (St. Mark and St. Luke) had seen the othe^ 
when he wrote. Which of them i^TOte first must bd 
pfiUected from other proofs. 

Hii 
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' His Exordium' is Angular ; for whilft other 
€Lvangelifts flile our Saviour *• the Son of 
•Man," he calls him exprefsly " the Son of 
God :" an auguft title, the more likely 
to engage the attention of the lordly Romans. 
With- the fame view probably he omits fuch 
particulars as might be of more ufe to his coun« 
tryraen than to foreigners ; as the genealogy of 
Chrift ; the maffacre of the children of Beth- 
lehem ; the account of Jefus's birth ; the fer- 
mon on the mount, which expofes the falfe 
morality of the Pharifees, to which the Gen- 
tiles were ftrangers ; and in general the quo- 
tations of certain prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment. On the other hand, he adds fome things 
for the fake of the Gentiles, to enable them to 
wnderftand the Hiftory of Chrift. Thus in 
Chap. vii. s, he explains what was the mean- 
ing of " defiled" or ^* common" among the 
Jews : and in ver. 3, 4, inftrufts his readers 
in the Jewifh cuftoms, which was unneccflary 
in St. Matthew. In Chap. xv. 21, having 
mentioned Simon the Cyrenian, he adds, that 
he was •* the father of Alexander and Rufus," 
becaufe both thefe perrons' refided at Rome, 

and were known to the Roman Chriftians'. 

Aiid perhaps the young man mentioned in Ch. 

xiv. 5I1 52, was a Roman, whofe curiofity 

' See Rom* xvi. 13. 

might 
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might lead him jto know the caufe of the tu- 
mult, and being a ftranger might be the fooner 
fufpefied, and therefore apprehended. He 
had perhi^ often told the ftory at Rome ; and 
the Evangeliil thought proper to confirm it* 
In this light it makes a good argument. AH 
internal marks- of this fort confirm the report 
of the ancients, that St. Mark wrote his GoT* 
pel chiefly for the ufe of the Romans. 

Thb time when he wrote it appears ^ t^ 
have been about the end of the year jlxii, or 
txm, the ninth of the Emperor Nero, when 
the Church flood in need of all the Confola. 
tions of Religion, to fupport it under the 
afflidive weight of a moft dreadful and cruel 
perlecution. 

The Greek language was at that time more 
in requefl at Rome, than the French is among 
us ; fo that the moft familiar letters of the em* 
peror Auguflus (which are ftill extant) are com- 
monly either in Greek, or intermixed with 
Greek. We are not therefore to wonder that 
St. Mark, a foreigner, wrote his Gofpel ia 
that language, for the ufe of the Chrifliaa 
Church in.generaL 

* See Dr. 0«ren'i.Obieiirationt> p. 76*^80. Mill, kc. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. LUKE. 

'T'HIS Gofpel it generally allowed to 
-*- have been written by . that " beloved 
Phyfician," who is mentioned by St. Paul in 
Col. iv. 14» and who appears froiDthat pafiage 
to have been a Gentile". Confequendy he 
was seitber one of the Seventy Dtfciples, nor 
an eyc-wknefs of our Saviour's Miracles^ as 
faath been fomettmes fuppofed *^ ; but we kaoitr 
that he was intimately acquainted winh apoilo-^ 
Kcal Perfons. 

That St. Luke travelled with St. Paul, 
to Rome, and there alfifted him forae time, 
appears from fieveral pafiages of Scripture "^^ 
From hence he is affirmed by the ancients, to 
have gone into Africa, and to have preached 
the Gofpel at Thebes in Egypt. His inter* 
courfe with the apoflles and eye-witnefles of 
the works of Chrift, renders him an unexcep- 
tionable witnefs, as a man ; efpecially, fince 
he aflures us, that he inve&igated every thing 

Col. iv. 11. compared with ver. 14** 

* Liike i. 3. 

* Acts xxvUi. 13—16. Col. iv. 14. Philem. 24. 

diligently 
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dtKgently % and had draw^n it from tbe foon* 
. tain head '• And it is no more obje6lion to 
the divinity of his book that he wrote frotn 
the information of others, than it is to the in« 
fpimtion of Mofes, that be took his firft book 
from ancient i^ecords, and fometimes refers to 
other books * : and therefore we may well re- 
ceive the univerfal teflimony of the Chriftian 
Church, that St. Luke, under the dire£lion 
of the Holy Ghost, committed to writing 
thofe paniculars, which he had received from 
infallible witneffes. 

It has been the common opinion, that St, 
Luke wrote later than St. Matthew and St« 
Mark: but the ingenious writer fo often 
quoted^ thinks that St. Mark wrote laft of 
the .three; and this, as we have feen, has great 
appearance of reafoa^" 

St. Jerom affirms, that St. Luke penned 
his Gofpel on the borders of Achaia and JBoeo- 

• Numb. xxi. ^7. 

>» Dr. Owen. See his Observations on the Gospels. 
He fixes the date of St. Luke's Gospel in ArD. 53 ; if 
so, it must have been written before St. Matthew's (see 
above, p. 50.) : but as the contrary seems demonstrable 
from the passages of St. Matthew copied by St. Luke 
(sec below), we must assign a later date to St. Luke's 
Gospel : unless wc date St. Matthew's Gospel in 41, 
or 49. 

« P. 60. 

tia, 
3 



OF S. LUKE. 6s 

•tia, which fliould feem. to be at the time when 
be was^ attending St. Paul in his traveU 
^through Greece;, under whofe care and in- 
.fpe£lion. he probably wrote it. It is agreed 
to be this. Evai^ltft whom that Apoftie ex- 
l^refsly Oiles, ** the brother whofe. praife is 
:in the C^fpel ^" And &at St. Luke wrote 
.agreeably at leaA to St. Paul's fenfe, will be 
evident to any one that compares the two paf- 
fages quoted in the margin % where the Apof- 
tle and EvangeUft have both ufed the very 
fame words-in Greek to defcribe the inftitution 
.of the Lord's Supper : this cowncidenoefliews 
4he agreement of thetr fentiments, whichever 
.of them is fuppofedto have wriuenfirft. 
- St. Matthew's Gofpel being intended 
.chiefly for the Jews* it was highly expedient 
.that feme infpired apoflolical perfon (hould 
write fuch a biftory of our Saviour's Life, as 
(might fatbfy the enquiries, and be adapted to 
the fituation of the Gentile converts. — This 
accordingly appears to have been the peculiar 
view of St. Luke in his Gofpel: for, writing 
to thofe who were far remote from the fcene 
of adion; and ignorant of Jewifli affairs, it 
was requiflte for him to defcend to many par** 
ticulars, and touch on many points, which 

'* SCor.vUi. T8. 
■€ Luk€ xxii. 19. 20. with 1 Cor. xU d3— 25. 

D would 
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would have been uniieceflary when wriring 
Co the Jews* Hence be begins his hiftory 
fo much farther back than the reft, and is 
fo careful in fpecifying times and places* 
Hence he gives the genealogy of Chrift, ac- 
cording to his NATURAL defcent from the 
Virgin Maryland carries it up to Adam: 
Shewing he was that feed of the woman, 
who was promifed for the redemption of the 
WHOLE world. 

With regard to the general conftru&ion 
-of St. Luke*s Gofpel, it feems to be formed 
nearly on the fame plan with that of St. Mat- 
thew, whofe very words arc fometimes co- 
pied. ' Indeed, as the Gentile converts fuf- 
fered the fame things from their countrymen 
that the Jewifli Chriftians did from the Jews, 
it was neceflary St. Luke Oiould adopt much 
the fame points of inftruftion, both to fup- 
,port the poor perfecuted Clinflians, ^ and to 



' By interposing an .easy parenthesis, tl^ Pedigree 
in Sl Luke is naturally connected with the family of 
Mary. " And Jesus began to he, or was, when he 
^ began hit Ministry, about thirty years of age ; be-, 
"ing (as was supposed, the son of Joseph, but) 
** m reality the ton of Hell, voho rvat ike father of Mary.*' 
Kidder. 

f See instances referred to above, in page 5S\ and 
•thert may be seen in Or. Owen. 

li Ch. yi. 20-^23. zii. i^ 12, ^ I, Sec. xviii. 28*50. 
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foften and convert their malicious adveTfaries^ 
of whom the Jews refiding in the fevend 
couiitries were fiill the chiefs ' Bot as- thft 
rage and envy of the Jews proceeded now 
from another caufe (for they perfecuted thft 
Gentile Chriftians for laying claim to the pri« 
vileges of the 6<)fpel,) we ihall accordingly 
find St. Luke's narrative peculiarly adapted to 
remove their prejudices^ and obviate their ob- 
jefiions ; to foften tod enlarge theit minds, 
and deter them from ' their malicious pro>- 
ceedings. * 

St. Luke wrote in Greek, and (as appears 
from the beginning both of his Gofpel and 
Afls of the Apoftles) at the re^ueft of 4 
Cbrifiian of diftin£lion, whofe name was Ths« 
o?HiLUS. He calls him xfar/riE, dr excel- 
lent, as we addrefs <:ertain perfons with the 
title of EXCELLENCY. The fame title in Greek 
IS given in the A3s to the Roman Governor* ' 
and was equivalent to the Latin Optimus, or 
Optimas^ which the Romans addrelTed to their 
principal Senators of the moil ancient fami>> 
Ues. A great critic " thinks this was fome 

* Ch.vi.S4-.86. x.l2. xui. 1— 5. six. l4--44w 

* Vide Ch. iv. 25—27. Ch. xx. 9—16. Ch. xv. 
11 — 32. Ch. xviii. 7,8. Ch. x.ii. '1^5. xxi. 5, &c. 
Ch. xiii. 28—30. xir. 1 6- 24. 

* Ch. xxiii. 36. xxiv. 3. xxTi. 5. 

* M. Michaclis. Sec hit I«ectures on the New Teita^ 
jftent. 

D 9 Noble. 
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Nobki»2id ^^ho dwelt in Upper Egypt, and 
(bat &. XiUKEs Gofpei was writun ab(M4 
A. D. LKlii) m that countiy, ne^r Thebes; 
which he r«q){>orip$ St. Jer9n» miilook for 
l/hebes in Bcsptia* He obferves that the Syriac 
iTi^brQctptions reprefeots this Gofyel ;to have 
l^en publiflied at Alexandria in £^pt9 and 
be iinagiae«'ipany things. 4{> it were particu- 
Ufcly expreOEed- Aviih. a view to confute tbefalf- 
boods of the Egyptian gospel ; an. errone- 
ous narraliye, whence NJbhomct is believed to 
have extra£ied many of thofe falfe pai-ticulars 
of our Saviour's hiIiory« which )ie has icferted 
in: his Alcor AM. 

. PsRHAPft St. Luke's Gofpei was .find writ* 
tea in <^r-eece, and lepubliflied along with the 
Afis'wh^ he afterwards was in Egypt. Be 
that as it may, the D^te.affigaed abpve is pro- 
bably the true qne, ; Jtt leaft it ajpipears prctt)( 
eyidoQl that St. Luj^e's Gpfpel ^as wxittea 
aftQr the year (.^t, il.tthat be adoutted to have 
been the £)He of St. Matthew !s^Gorp;el. . 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. JOHN. 

TTHIS Gofpel is univerfally agreed to have 
been written after all the reft, with • a 
view of compieating whatever was deficient 
in them all. This Evangelift, independent 
of his divine infpiration, muft be allowied to 
have had a mofl perfeft knowledge of the 
fa£ls he relates ; and as he undoubtedly exa- 
mined all the other Gofpels before he wrote,, 
he is an authentic witnefs to their veracity. 
He was, according to the teflimony of the 
ancients, of our Saviour's near kindred. Be- 
fore he became acquainted with our Lord, 
he was a difciplc of John the Baptift, and 
probably one of ihofe two whom he fent to 
Chrift. " Our Saviour honoured hitn with 
the mofl; intimate confidence, and loved him 
beyond his other Difciples. He and Peter 
and James were (exclufive of the refl:) wit- 
nefles of the raifing Jairus's daughter, of 
Chrill^s transfiguration, and of his agony in 
the Garden. He wes the only Apoflle who 
fiogd under the erofs when Chrift WM '<!rQci« 

n John i. 37.-42. 
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fied. Sa that he was better quaUiied than ar>^ 
other to defcribe the Miracles and Hifiory of 
Jesus Christ, A very dircerning writer • 
thinks that St. John in the life-time of his 
Blefled roafter wrote down fome of the heads 
of his difcourfes : At teaft that his flile per^ 
fe£Uy refeipbles that of thofe who relate the 
difcourfes of another from (hort heads taken^ 
down while they were fpoken. 

But we are to confider this Gofpel not only 
AS an hillorical narrative, but alfo as a con- 
troverfial treatife deflgned to confute various 
HereOes. For no fooner was the Chriftian 
Church eilablilhed, but its do£lrines were ob^ 
fcured, debafed, and corrupted by errors anci 
herefies of various kinds: the firft Heretics 
affumed the name of Gnostics, i« e. '* know, 
ing ones/* pretending to fuperior light and 
Icnowledge. They were afterwards followed 
by the Nicolaitans» whofe falfe tenets 
were propagated by Ebign and Cerikthus. 
Thefe herefies prevailed moll in Afia. Where- 
fore the Afiatic Biihops defired St. John to 
draw up a refutation of them : and he, in 
compliance with their requeft, compofed his 
Gofpel with a view to put thofe Heretics 



* MicsAtLii. See bis Lectures on the New festsp 
ment* 
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** to ihame, and to flaew that there is one 
" God, who by * Chria' his Word made aH 
*\ things, and that the Creator and father 
" of our Lord were not, as they pretended^ 
" diftinft beings, ** &c." Wherefore he doe$ 
not relate the birth and parentage of Chrift, 
or even thofe ia£ls of which he, Peter, and 
James» were eye witnefles, excluGve of the 
other apoftles ; but he chiefly collefis fuch 
difcourfes and miracles, as confirm the doc« 
trines laid down jn the firft Chapter, which 
were cotmter-pofitions to thofe of Cerinthus 
and bther heretics, who • maintained the 
groffeft errors concerning Chriil. 

C£RiNTHUS is faid to have taught, i. That 
the moll high Goo was entirely unknown be- 
fore the appearance of Chrift, and dwelt in- 
a remote heaven called Pler^ma^^ffiih the chief 
Spirits or j£ons. ^ 2. That this fupreme God 
firft generated an only begotten Son, who 
s^ain begat the Word, which was inferior to 
the firft born. 3* That Christ was a ftill 
lower ^on^ though far fuperior to fome others*. 
4, That there were two high j£ons diflin£li 
from Christ; one called, LiF£, and the 
other. Light. ^. That from the jEons again* 
proceeded inferior orders of fpirits ; and. 

P Irenxus, contra Haeres. L, lii. c S. 
4 See the Introduction^ 

D 4 particularly 



7» OF tHE GOSPEL 

particularly ori^ Demiurgus^ who created tfifs- 

vifibic world out of eternal matter. 6. That 

this Demiurgiis was ignorant of the fopreme^ 

GoDj and much lower than the jEons^ whicli 

were wholly inviBble. 7. That he was how « 

ev«r the peculiar God and protcflor of the- 

I&aeliteiB, and fent Mofes to them ; whofe- 

laws and injunftions were to be of perpetual- 

obligatibn. 8. That Jesus was* a mere man^ 

the real Sdit of Jofeph and Mary. 9. Tha^ 

the jEcn Chrift defcended upon him in the form 

of a Dove, w4ien he was baptized ; revealed to 

him the unknown fatlier, and impowerea hinn; 

"to work Miracles. 10. That the yEon Light 

entered John the Baptift in the fame manner i 

and therefore th^ John was in fome refpefis 

to be preferred to Christ. 11. That wher» 

Jesus had propagated the knowledge of God, 

and came to fuffer, Chris*! Jeft him, and 

fled to the upj^rmoft heaven. 12; That 

Jefuft Chrid Iboiild reign on Earth a thoufan<± 

years, and his difciple's enjoy all fenfual de^ 

lights. Some of the Cerinthian feft dented 

dfo the RefurreiSion of the dead ; and man^ 

of them maintained that Jefus Chrifi was not 

yet rifecu 
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Now \cc fliall find St. John's Gofpel divided 
into three Parts. 

The ill contains doflnnes lard down in 
oppoGtion to thofe of Cerinthus'. 

The fid delivers the ptoofs of ihofe doc- 
trines in an hiftorical manner*. 

The 3d is a conclafion or appendix, gi^irrg 
an account of the peffcrn of the writer, and of 
the view he hskl in writing^ 

I» what year ^bi* Gofpel was written, is 
not agreed among (he ancients. It ftrould 
feem fo have b^^n before the deflruftion of 
Jerufalem, wbicb happened in the year of cur 
Lord hxx, for St. John fpeaks of that city 
as flill fubfiWng ; ** There ic at Jerufalem by 
" the fteep-raarket a poel, &c."" On the 
other hand it appears, from the Gofpel itfeff, 
to have been written, after the death ^f St. 
Peter, which is generally placed in the year 
Lxviii. For the other Evangelifts, when they 
relate the cutting off the high prieft*s fervant's 
car, conceal the name of Peter, left the Jews 
Ihould have a- legal pretence to profecute him, 
and deliver him to the Romans to be capi- 
tally punilhed. Whereas St. John mentions 



' Ch. i. 1—18. » Ch. i. 19.— XX. 2^. 

* Ch, XX. 30, to the end. « Ch. v. 2. 
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him exprefsly by name^ Nor could St# 
John probably have interpreted the words of 
Chrift, " Thou flialt firetch forth thy hands 
•• and another fliall gird thee*/' concerning 
the manner of St. Peter's death, if it had been 
written before the Crucifixion of that Apof* 
tie : for before that time the words were am- 
biguous. This limits the writings of this 
Gofpel to the year lxix, a year exprefsly 
fpecified by an ancient writer. Others give 
the date of it fo late as A. D. xcvii, but this 
is plainly confuted by the above arguments. 

According to tYcry computation, St. 
John is allowed to have clofed the whole 
Gofpel Hiflory, to have ratified and con- 
firmed the former Gofpel, and to have efta- 
bliCbed the Evangelical Canon on the firmeft 
Ground and moft venerable Authority. 

w Ch.xvjii. 10. ' Ch.zxi.X9. 
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ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

'T^HiS forms a central or intermediate 
Book to conne£l the Gospels and the 
£piSTL£S. It is an ufeful Poftfcript to the 
former, and a proper Introduction to the 
latter. . 

This divipe Hiftory is evidently a fecond* 
part or continuation of St. Luke's Gofpel, as 
appears from the very beginning of it : and 
that both were written by the fame Evangelift^ 
is attelled by the mod ancient Chrifiian writers, . 
The fubfcriptions at the end of fome Gr^ek 
MSS. and of the copies of the Syriac Verfion, . 
teftify that St. Luke wrote the A£ls at Alexan- 
dria in Egypt. 

. As the narrative reaches down to the year of 
Chrift Lxiii, the Acts cannot have been 
written earlier than that year ; and that they 
were not written much later, may be inferred 
from the fubje£i being continued no farther, 
which otherwife it would probably have been : 
at leail St. LuK£ would have been apt to have 
given the iflue of St. Paul's imprifonment. at 
Kome, as what the Chriftian reader . would i 
have been curious to have known. 

. . D6 Con- 
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Considered as a mere human witheft, 
St. Luke was better able than others to draw- 
up an authentic hiftory ef the Apoftles, as he 
had accompanied St. Paul in fo many of hi» 
Journies. As he was a Phyfician by pro- 
feffion, he was able to form a found judg. 
Kient of the Miracles St. Paul wrought upon 
the difeafed, and to make a credible report 
0f them. But he feems not to have had the 
gift of healing hirafelf; for in Ch. xxvii. 
8, 9, St. Paul, and not he, healed the fick. 
tlis accounts are generally fo full and cir- 
cvmfiantial, that the reader is perfeflly ena- 
bled to Examine the faSs himfelf, and to 
judge whether they were attended with any 
deception or not. 

St. Luke appears not to have intended to 
write a complete Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the 
whole Chriftian Church during the firft xxx 
years after Chrift's Afcenfion. For lie almoft 
wholly omits what palfed among the Jews after 
the converfion of Paul ; though the labours 
and fufferings of the other Apoftles could not 
lk>t have afforded- interefting materials. 

lit we examine the contents of this Book» 
we may obferve two ends purfued in it-. 

ift, To ^ve an authentic relation of the 
^ffufion of the Holy Ghoft,^^and the firft Mi- 
racles by which the truth of the Chriftiaa 

KeU. 
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Heligion was efiabltfhed. An authentic ac- 
count of this was indifpenfably neccffaiy, 
fince Chrifl; had fo often promifed the Holy 
Ghofl to his Difciples: and if a Heatheo 
were to receive this Gofpel, he would na- 
turally inquire, how it had been firft pro* 
mulged at Jerufalem. 

ad, To impart thofe accounts which evince 
the claim of the Gentiles to the Church of 
Chrift : a point particularly contefted by the 
Jews about the time of St. Luke's writing 
the Afts. St. Paul was at that very time 
a prifoner at Rome, upon the accufation of 
the Jews, who became his enemies for having 
admitted the Gentiles into the Church. 

Hence it is, that St. Luke relates^ the 
converfion of the Samaritans, and' the hif- 
tory of Cornelius, who, though he was not 
of the Circumcifion, had, in confequence 
of a divine command, been inftru£led in the 
Gofpel by St. Peter himfelf, to whom St» 
Paul's opponents appealed*. For the fame 
reafon he relates, Ch. xv. what was de- 
creed by the firft council at Jerufalem 
concerning the Levitical Law ; and treats 
moft fully of the converfion of St. Paul, and 
of his milfion and tranfa£lions among the 
Gentiles. 

' Cb. viil. » Ch. X. «i. • Gal. ii. 6—21. 
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The Afls of the Apoftles may veiy propcrlf 
be divided into feven parts, viz. 

L The account of the firft Pentecoft after 
Chrift's death, and o{ the events preceding it, 
contained in Chap. i. ii« 

II. The A6ts at Jerufalem, and through- 
out Judea and Samaria, among the Chriflians 
of the Circumcifion* Chap. iii. ix. xii* 

III. The Afis in Cefarea, and the receiv- 
iMg of the Gentiles, Chap. xxi. 

IV. The firft circuit of St. Barnabas and 
St. Paul among the Gentiles. Ch. xiii. xiv. 

V. The Embafly to Rome, and the firft; 
Council at Jerufalem, wherein the Jews and 
Gentiles were admitted to an equality. Ch. xv*^ . 

VI. The fecond circuit of St. Paul.' Cb** 
xvi* xix. 

VH. St. Paul's third Journey to Rome... 
Ch. xix. fii— s8. 
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Of 

THE EPISTLES. 

*TPHE fum and fubflance of the Chriflian 
Religion is contained in the Hifiory of 
the life and death, the do£lrines and difcourfes, 
of our Lord in the Four Gospels. The 
epiftolary writings of the ApoAIes were occa« 
£onal, being intended to confirm the feveral 
ch.urches to whom they are addrefled, in the 
fame Rules of gofpeUfaith and pra6lice as they 
had been before in{lru6led in ; and accommo- 
dated to the difputes and controverfies, errors 
and falfe notions, that prevailed among them. 

Tu£ general method obfervable in thefe 
Apoftolic Letters is» Firft, to difcufs the 
particular point debated in the Church, or 
among the Perfons, to whom they are addrelTed, 
and which was the occafion o{ their being 
written : and in the next place to give fuch ex- 
hortations to every Chrifiian duty and virtue, 
as would be at all times, and in every church, 
of neceflary and abfolttte importance ; paying 
a particular regard to thofe virtues, which the 
difputes that occafioned the Epiftle might tempt 
them to negleft. Now the former part of 
thefe epiflolary writings cannot be rightly un- 
derftood, but by attending carefully to the date 

of 
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of the queftion there determined. Therefore ^ 
the errors and vain difputes concerning Faith-* 
and Works, Juftification and SanQification, 
Eleftion and Reprobation, &c. which have fa » 
long vexed and diftrafted the minds of Chrif- 
tians, have all arifen froni one grand miftake • 
of applying to themfelves or other particular 
pcrfons'now, certain phrafes or pafTages which 
plainly referred to the then ftate and condi- 
tion, not of particular perfons, but of whol6 
churches, whether Jewilh or Gentile, of thoHft 
times. Perplexed and puzzled with thefe 
knotty points, many well-meaning Chriftians 
have been drawn afide from paying a due re-v 
gard to thofe moral and weighty exhoftatidns, . • 
which are moft eafy to be underftood, and of. 
infinite obligation to be put in praQicc'*. 

Of the Epiftles, xiv are by St. Paial, T)»rhicb^ 
are not pkeed according^ to the or^r of tiina 
in which they were written ; but adcorditig t^ 
the precedent or fuppofed rank of the cburchelft 
a^d pepfcfns to- whom they are addreffed : ie 
wi41 be proper therefore to e*hJfcik herd their 
Chronological order skrcording Uy twa emi];;ted1t 
Critics. 

* Vid. Pyie. . 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

Of the Epistles, &c, according to Mr. 
MiCHAELiSy and fome others. 



Spistli to, or by, 

1 Peter 
Galatiahs 

1 Thessalonians 

2 Trsssalonians 

1 Co&INTUXANS 

2 corijithian^ 

1 Timothy 
Romans 
James 

Phxlemok 

CoLotstAfra 

fPUESlAHS 

pHILIPPtANi 

Hebrews 
Titus 

2 Peter 
Jude 

S Timothy 
^Epistles of John 

Ketelations 



Places where written. A. D. 



Jerusalem 


49^ 


Thessalonica 


51 


Corinth 


52 


CORINIH 


5^ 


£PHRSU1 


51 


Macedonia 


58 


' 


5a 

£ndof5d 


Corinth 


uncertaia 


61 



RaMx 



6^ 



Romr 


' 63 


NiCOPOLIS 


uncertain 


uncertain 


67 


uncci-iain 


uncertain 


Rome 


67 


uncertain 


70 


Patmos 


554 



A TA- 
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A TABLE of St. PAUL's EPISTLES;. 

With the Places where, and Times when written^ 
according^ to Dr. Lardn>£R. 



Episiles. 



Placet* 



A. IX 



I Thessalonians 


Corinth. 




5« 


S^ Thessalonians 


Co«inth- 




5« 


Gai.atian» 


C CORINTKy. 

{ orEpHEsus 


nedrtheendof 
or beg. of 


52- 
53 


1 Corinthians 


Ephesus- 


the beg. of 


53 


1' Tl»IOTHY 


Macedonia 




56 


Tltu» 


^MACEDONIA) 

c or near it 


bef . the end of 


56 


9 Cos.iNT«iAirt 


Macedonia 


about October 


57 


RoMANi. 


CdRINTH 


about February 


85 


EpHisi'Airs 


Rome 


about April- 


61 


8'TlMOTHT 


RoM» 


about May 


61 


Philippians 


ROMX 


bef. the end of 


6^ 


Colossians- . 


ROMI 


bef.theendof 


6a 


Philemon 


ROMI 


bef. the end of 


6S 


Humxwa 


c Rome, or > 
1 Italy V 


in Spring of 


63 



A Ta- 
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A Table of the CATHOLIC 

EPISTLjaS and thP REVELATION, 
according to Dr. Lardn£R. 



£pistlc. Place* A. D. 

jAMEi JuDiA \ or beg. Of 62 

The two EpUtWt J^,„, ^ 

of PlTlIk '. 

1 JoHjf Ephiivi about SO 

id aod 3d of John EpkisuT < * ^^d 90 

JuD« unknown 64 or 65 



Of 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
ROMANS. , 

nr* HIS celebrated Epiflle was written by 
St. Paul from Corinth, when he wa» 
fcttrng" out for Jerufalera with the fupplies- 
which had been collefled in Macedonia, and 
at Corinth ; that is, according to fome Cri- 
tics, * in the beginning, or, according to 
others, towards the end of the year LVili; 
which was the 4th of the emperor Nero. 

The Chriftian Church at Rome appeari 
not to have been planted by any Apoftie; 
wherefore St. Paul, left it fhould be corrupted 
by the Jews, who then fwarmed in Rome, and 
of whom many were converted to Chrifliani- 
* ty, fends the«i an abfira6l - of the principal 
truths of the Gofpel, and endeavours to guard 
them againft thofe erroneous notions, wliich 
the Jews had of Juftification, and of the 
£le£lion of their own nation. 

^ So Dr. Lardncr, who thinks St. Paul «ame to Co- 
rinth in November, A. D. 67 : and wrote this Eptftlc iiv 
February following. The other opinion is that of Mi- 
chaelis. Vid. Ronu xv. 25 —27.. 

Now 
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Now the Jews afligned three grounds for 
Juftification, Flrft, ** The extraordinary piety 
and merits of their anceftors, and the cove* 
nant made by God with thefe holy men." 
They thought God could not hate the children 
of fuch meritorious parents: and as he had 
made a covenant with the Patriarchs to blefs 
their poderity, he was obliged thereby to 
pardon their fms. Secondly, •* A perfeft 
knowledge and diligent fludy of the Law of 
Mofes.'* They made this a plea for the 
remiflion for all their fins and vices. Thirdly, 
*• The works of the Levitical Law," which 
were to expiate fin, efpecially circumcifion 
and facrifices. Hence they inferred that the 
Gentiles muft receive the whole law of MoTes 
in order to be jufiified and faved. 

The Jews' doflrine concerning Eleftion 
was, '* That as God had promifed to Abra- 
ham to blefs his feed, to give him not only 
fpiritual blefTiqg, but alfo the Land of Ca- 
naan, to fuffer him to dwell there in profpe- 
rity, and to confider him as his church upon 
f^arth :" That therefore this blefling extended 
to their whole nation, and that God was 
bound to fulfil thefe promifes to them^ whe- 
ther they were righteous or wicked, faithful 
-or unbelieving. They even believed thaf a 
prophet, qught not to pronounce againfl their 
naiion the prophecies with which he was in«. 
» fpired ; 
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• 

fpired ; but was rather to beg of God to ex* 
punge his name out of the book of the 
Living. 

These previous remarks ivill ferve as a 
key to unlock this difficult Epiftle, of which 
we fliali now give a (hort Analyfis''. 

1. The Epiflle begins^ with the ufual fain, 
tation, with which the Greeks began their 
Letters', 

2. St. Paul profefleshis joy at the flouriflio 
ing flate of the Church at Rome, and his de- 
firc to come and preach, the GofpeK. Then 
he infenfibly introduces the capital point he 
intended to prove, viz. 

3. The fubjeft of the Gofpel', that It 
reveals a righteoufnefs unknown before, 
which is derived folely from Faith, and 
to which Jews and Gentiles have an equal 
claini. 

4. In order to prove this, he (hews^ that 
both Jews and Gentiles are " under fin," 1. e. 
that God will impute their fins to Jews as well 
as Gentiles. . 

His arguments may be reduced to tliefe 
fyllogifms*. " The wrath of God is revealed 
** againft thofe, who hold the truth in un- 

* See Michaeiis. * CHap. i. 1—^^ 

f Ver. 8—19. « Ver. 16, Ifl. 

fc Chap, u 18.— ill. 20. » Chap, ii 1. 17—24. 

" righl- 
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I 

^* righteoufneft ; i. e. who acknowledge the j 

truth, and yet fin againfl: it. 
The Gentiles acknowledged truths ; but, 
"*• partly by their Idolatry, and partly by their 
'* other deteftable vices, they finned againft 
'•• the truth they acknowledged. 

" Therefoke the wrath of God is r©- 
** vealed againft the Gentiles, and puniOietk 
" them. 

" The Jews have acknowledged more truths 
" than the Gentiles, and yet they fin. 

" Consequently the Jewifli Cnners 
■** are yet more expofed to the wrath of 
*• God\" 

" Having tlius proved Tiis point, he anfwers 
certain Objefiiions to it. 

Objection I. " The Jews were wcH 

grounded in their knowledge, and fiudied 

the law." He anfwers, if the knowledge 
K>{ the law, without obferving it, could juftify 
them, then God could not have condemned the 
^Gentiles, who knew the law by nature '• 

Objection II. " The Jews were cir- 
^^ cumcifed." Amsw^er. That is, ye are 
admitted hy an outward "fign into the Cove- 
nant with God. This fign will not avail yoo 
"When ye violate that Covenant ". 

* Ch. ii. 1—1 J. I ^h. ii. 13—16. 

"i:ii.U.25— end. 

Objec* 
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Objectioi^ IIL *' According to this 
do£U-iBe of St. Paui» the Jews have no 
advantage before others." Answer. Yes, 
they ftill have advantages; for nnto ihcm 
«re commuted the oracles of God. * But 
their privileges do not extend to this» that 
God'flloukl overlook their fins, which, on 
the contj:ary« Scripture condemns even in the 
Jews". 

Objection IV. " They bad the Leviti- 
** cal Law and Sacrifices." Answer* From 
hence is tio remiflloni but only the knowledge 
of fin \ 

5. From all this St. Paul conclndes, 
that Jews and Gentiles may be jufiified by 
the fame means, namely, without the LevL- 
tical Law, through faith in Chrifl: And in 
oppofition to the imaginary advantages of the 
Jews, he flates the declaration of Zechariah, 
that God is the God as well of the Gc;ntiles9 
as the Jews^ 

6. As the whole blelling was promifed to 
tlie faithful defcendants of Abraham, whom 
both Scripture and the Jews call his Chil.' 
dren, be proves his former afiertion from 
the example of Abraham ; who was an Ido^ 
later before his call, but was declared juft 
by God, on account of his faith, long before 

» Ch. iii. 1—19. • Ch. iii. 20. 

''Ch.iiL2I. 

bis 
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9ns circumcifion. Hence he takes occaGon to 
explain the naiCureaad frmtsof faith "■• 

7. H£ gQes on to^prove from God^s jofiice, 
that the Jews had no advantages over the 
Oendies, with refpeft to juftificaiion. Both 
Jews and Gentiles had forfeited life and im« 
raortaUty^ by the means of one common fa- 
ther of tlieir race, whom they themfelves had 
aot chofen. Now as God was wiilmg to re* 
ilore immortality by & new fpiritual head of a 
^covenant* vi^, Chrift, it was juft that both 
Jews and Gentiles ihould (hare in this new 
reprefentative of the Whole race'.— — • 
Chap* -V. ver. 1^, 16, amount to this nega- 
tive queflion, ** Is it not fitting that the free 
*• gift (hould extend as far as the offence?" 
. 8. He fhews that the doflrine of Juftifi- 
<:ation, as fiated by him, lay« us und^ the 
ilrongeft obligations of holinefs'. 

9. He (hews, that the Law of Mofes no 
Jonger concerns lis at all ; for our juflification 
arifes from our appearing in God's fight, as if 
afluaUy dead with Chrift, on account of our 
fms ; but the Law of Mofes was not given to 
the dead. On this occafion he proves at 
large, that the eternal pow^r of God over us 



« Ch. iv. 1. V. 11. ^ Ch. V. 13. 

• Ch. yi. 1 — ead. 
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^s not aflfefted by this, and that wUlft we ere 
under the Law of Mofes we perpetaaliy be*> 
come Aibjeift to death, even by fins of inad- 
vertency', 

s^. Hence he conci^es, that all thofe, 
and thofe only, who are united with Cfarift, 
and for the fake of his union do not live ac- 
cording to the flefli, are free from all condem* 
nation of the Law, and have an undoubted 
fhare in eternal Life ■. 

II. Having defcribcd their bleflednefs, he 
h aware, that the Jews, who expe£led a tcnir 
poral faappinefs, wou)d objef): to hitn, that 
Chrlftians notwithftanding endure mudh fuffer- 
ing in this world« He anfwers this objeSion 
at large*. 

IS. He fliews that (rod is not the lefs true 
^nd'fakbful, becaufe he doth not juftify, but 
rather rejefis and punifhes thofe Jews who 
would not believe tbeMeiliah*. In difcuffing 
this point we may ob&rve the cautious manner 
in which, on account of the. Jewifli prejudices, 
he introduces it % as well as in the difculfios 
itfeif. 

He Qiews that the promifes of God were 
aever.inade to all the pofterity of Abraham ; 

« Cb. vii. J--end. • Oi. viii. 1—17. 

• Ch. viii. 18— en«i. » a,, ix, x, xu 

y Ch. ix. 1— i. 

. and 
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mni tbat God always referved to hlmfelf the 
power of chufing thofe fons of Abraham^ 
whom for Abraham's fake he intended to bleft^ 
and of punithihg the wicked fons of Abraham ; 
and that with tctf&Bt to temporal ^hsqppiBefs 
or mifery, he was not even determined in iiift 
choice by their woiiks. Thus he rej^ed 
Iflimael, Efaii, the tfraelties in the ^iefart' in 
the time of Mofes, and fbe ifveater part of 
that people in the time of Ifaiah, making ihttm 
^a facrifice to his juftice ". 

He then proceeds to (hew that God ha3 
res^foB to rged moft of the Jew« then living, 
becaufe they would not brileve in the MeflkJu 
though the GoTpel had been pttaidHeA to iJtmm 
plainly enough *• H^^eVer, that God ^had not 
rejected lill his people, but was fttll* Tdlfitting 
his piPomire upon many^hottfand^natursiockb. 
fcendants of Abraham, who believed in the 
Meffiah'; and would in a future. period *fuliil 
them upon more ; for that all ifrael would be 
converted \ And he concludes with admiring 
the wife counfels of God*. 

13. From the Do£lrine hitherto laid down, 
and particularly from this, that God has in 
mercy accepted the Gentiles ; he argues that 
the Romans Ihould confecrate and offer them* 



* Ch. ix, 6 — 29. • Cb. ir. 30.— x. end. 

* Cb. xi. I— 3«. « Vcr. Sa^-end. 

£ a (elves 
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felves' iip vholljr to .God. This leads, him to 
mcfitioain paittcular fome Chriftian duties % 
viz, ' 

;'i4*'H£ aborts ^tbem to'be fubje& to ma- 
giflyati^ *'; the Jc«i» at that time being given 

I ij5* To iove one anoilier heartily ^ And 
n.i& To abftain^fjrom tbofe vices, which 
were <;oiifiilered as ifbing^ iodifferent among 
tluL. Gentiles'. 

17. He exhorts the Jews and Gentiles ia 
ihe Cfailftiw Church to brotherly unity \ 

18. HE'iQOiidudis bis.Epiftle with an ex-» 
cufe ior h^vtDg.veifiMred to admoniih the Ro- 
aaos^ yAigHn* faff* had. not cOQV<erted ; with aR 
JDBCteritiof-kisi journey to Jerufalem ; and with 
^foiae fsdutMlORS to thofe perfons, whom he 
snsaiifc'ioiffecommeiid ^o the Church at Rome I. 



\ 


*Cfc.ad|. 


• Ch. xiii. 1—7. 


iu 


yV€r.12^lQ. 


. « Ver. 1 1— end. 
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k Cb. *iv. 1.— *v. 13. 


, * Vide Michaclli. 
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OF 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS, 

OORINTH was a wealthy and. luxurious 
city, fituated in Achaia, upon the Ifihmus 
or neck of land which joins Morea to the reft 
of Greece. Near it were celebrated thofc 
Iflhmian games to which St. Paul ^lludi^s io 
this Epiftle. In this city St. Paul had fperxt 
two years, planting a Chriflian church, which 
confifted, like mod of the others, of a mixtnrp 
of Jewifli'aod Chriftian converts. But haying 
been abfent fcom them about three years, they 
were over-run with great diforders, and fp)it 
into various fc8^ and fa6lions. 

This* occaGoned the following Epiillq, 
which was written by St. Paul, juft before 
his departure from Ephefus", about Eaf^er' ip 
the year of Chrid lvii, in the third of the 
emperor Neto. It was intended, partly to 

k Acts XX. 31. 1 Cor. xvi. 8, J>. 

' So Michael is infers from Ch. v. 7, S. *• Yc are 
unleavened," which he interprets, " Ye are now keep* 
ing the feast of unleavened bread." 

Dr. I^ardacr dates this £pistle a year sooiwr. 

E 3 correft 
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^©rreft Ibm^ CorrupttoM and Abufcs attnoflg 
the Corinthians, and partly to anfwer certain 
Queries they had propofed to him* 

In his Inttodu£lion **, he exprefles his fa- 
tIsfa£lioa at all the good he kaew .of.theui, 
particularly at their having the gift of the 
Holy GhoA foF the confirmation of the 
GofpeL 

- And firft, he correfls their ct>rruptions ai^ 
abofes* 

• 1. Hi. xefaukes the Se£laries among them* 
-iteii defends hnnfrlf againft one or mote falfe 
'itatciatBi who had alienated mofi ^f the Cc^ 
rimhiatM fron\ him ''. 

fi. H& eoAfiders the cafe mf- a notoriom. 

r 

^(^nder^ whtf had married his father's Wife, 
i* e. hh Own flep*nusther ; orders them to ex- 
tomiritmi^aCe el^s perfoo, and to'acknowled^ 
no ptibiia foraicacor as a brother''. 

3. He reproves tliem for theircoveloas and 
litigious tamper, which caufed them to profe-* 
cote theit Chrifiiaa brethren before heathea 
courts of jadtcatare'« 

4. He cautions them agaiafl fcnrnication, a 
^06 to irhiclvtk^y had beeli extremely addified 
before they were converted, and which fomo 
of them Aill, reckoned amopg the things in- 

•• Ch. i. 1—9^ » Ch. i. a. iv.-vvead* 

• Ol ▼! W* t Cb. vi. l—i?. 

i differcBt^ 
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diffearent, or which might be prafiifed PC let 
»lon« without breach of morality \ 

Jn the N£XT place he anfwers certain Quos* 
lies they had propofed. 

And, firfi, he determines fome qaeflion* 
felating to the roarriage-ftate % 

ss» He inflruAs thexn how to a£l with re« 
fpeft to Idol-offerings ". It could not be un>» 
lawful in itfelf to eat the meat which had been 
eSered to Idok ; for the confecration of flefli 
or wine to an Idol did not make it the pro* 
perty of the Idol, an Idol being nothing* iuul 
therefore iaosfAble of property \ Bui fcime 
CoriiHhi«As thoi^ht it lawfu) K> go to a feaft 
in the Idol-^teniples, which at the fame tim^ 
were places of refo^t for lewdneis ; and to t9l 
the facrifices whilft praifes were fung to the 
Idol". This was publickiy joining in the 
IdoIatry»*-*He even advifes to ab&ai» from 
fuch participation as was lawful^ rather than 
give offence to a weak brother : which he in- 
forced by his own example, who had abftained 
from many lawful things, rather than create 
offence to the Cofpel. 

3. He anfwers a third Query, concerning: 
the manner in which women; (bould deliver 
any thing in public, when called to it by a. 

* Ch. vi. 10.-eiid. "^ Ch. vii. 1— end. 

• Ch. viii. 1 . xi. 1. »>Ch. X- 25—30. 

£ j^ 4ivine 
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divine impulfe*. And here he cenfurcs tKer 
unufual drefs of both fexes in prophefyin^ 
which expofed them to the contempt of the^ 
Greeks^ among whom the men ufuaUy wenfr 
uncovered, and the women veiled. 

He alfo takes occafion here to cenfure the 
irregularities committed at their love-feafts, 
&c. and in the exercife of the extraordinary^ 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft, &c *. 

4. He aflerts the Rerurre£iion of the dead ;- 
which fome among the Corinthians doubted, 
and others denied'. 

He then concludes with fome dire3ions tc^ 
the Corinthian Church concerning the manner 
of coNeAing alms ; promifes them a viflt; andfc 
falutes fome of the members^'v 



» Ch. «. Jfc-ll TCT. 1 8—34. * Ch. xii. xiii. xilr^ 
9 Ch.xr. ' Cb.xvk Vid. Michaeiiw 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
THE CORINTHIANS. 

OT. Paul's firft Eplftle had wrought diF- 
^ ferent elFefts among the Corinthians : 
Many of them entered into themfelves ; they 
excommunicated the inceftuous man ; requell«. 
ed St. Paul's return with tears, and vindicated 
him and his office againft the falfe teacher and 
his adherents. Others of them ftill adhered 
to that adverfary of St. Paul, expreftly de- 
nied his Apoflolical OfiSce, and even furnifhed 
themfelves with pretended arguments from 
th^t Epiftle. He had formerly promifed to 
take a journey from Ephefus to Corinth, thencQ 
to vifit the Macedonians, and return fron^ 
them to Corinth". But the unhappy ftate of 
the Corinthian Church, made him alter his in- 
tention \ Gnce he found he muft have treated 
them with feverity. Hence his adverfaries 
partly argued, ift, That St. Paul was irrefo- 
lute and unfleady ; and therefore could not be 
a prophet. 2dly, The improbability of his 
ever coming to Corinth again, fince . he was 
afraid of them. 

 2 Cor. 5.15, 16. *» V«r. 23, 

£ s Suc9 
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Such was the Sate of the Corinthian Church 
when St. Paul, after his departure from £phe- 
fus» having vifited Macedonia % received an 
account of the above particulars from Titus **, 
and therefore wrote them his fecond Epiille 
about the end of the fame year*, or the begin- 
ning O^ LVIII. 

'tut Contents of this Epiftle are thefe. 

It He gives the Corinthians an account of 
his fufierings to that time, and of the comfort 
he derived from meditating on the Kefurrec- 
tion '. 

fi. H£ vindicates himfelf againft thoTe who 
Vould not coniider him as a true Apoftle be- 
caufe he had altered his refolutions '• 

3« H£ forgives the inceftuous man^; and 
fells the Corinthians how much he longed for 
(heir amendment \ 

4. He treats of the ofiice committed to him 
olF preaching the Redemption ; and highly pre- 
fers it to preaching the Law ; to which pro- 
bably his adverfaries had made great pretences. 
They bad ridiculed his fuflferings ; which he 
Ihews to be no difgrace to the Gofpel or its 

^ Acts XX. I. * « Cm. vii. 5, 6, 

V • So Dr. Lardner, who datCf it from Mscedoiiia Aotk 
Sept. or Oct. Lvir. 

f CU. i. 1—11. • Ch. i. 12.— u. 4. 

* Ch. u, 5— U. * Vcr. 12, 13. 

miniflers : 
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ininifters : and here he gives a (hort<abflra£l of 
tfac doflrine he;preaches *"• 

5. He (hews it to be his office, not only to* 
preach' tbe Redemption by Chrift» but to in^ 
culcate certain duties, and particularly that of 
flying from Idolatry (an oblique cenfure of 
thofe who attended the Idoi-feafts '•} 

6. H£ endeavours once more to win their 
confidence, by telling them how aSefiionately 
1^ was difpofed towards them, and rejoiced at 
their amendment".. 

7. He exhorts them to a liberal colleflioiv 
for the Chriftians in Judca ". 

8. He vindicates himfelf agarnft thofe wh<^. 
thought him deficient in the evidences of his 
Apofllefhip, and imputed his caution, when 
at> Corinth, to his confcioulhefs of nqt being a 
true Apoftle*. 



* Cti, H. 14. V,— -end. * Ch. vi. 

* Cb. vu. 1—16. » Ch. viii. \J^ l5. 

* Ct. X. to the end* Vid. MichaeUs. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
GALATIANS. 

'T'HE Galatians were JeCcehded from- 
-*• (hore Gaulsy who had formerly invaded 
Greece, and afterwards fettled in Lower Afia. 
St. Paul had preached the Gofpel among thero 
in the year li, fbon after the council held at 
Jerufalem ^ Afia fwarmed at that time with 
zealots for the law of Mofes, who wanted to 
impofe it upon the Gentiles ''. Soon after St* 
Paul had leh the Galatians, thefe falfc-teachers 
had got among them, and wanted them to be 
circumcifed, &c. This occafioned the follow- 
ing Epiftle, which an eminent critic '^ thinks 
was written in the fame year, before St. Paul 
left Theflalooica r though oiiiers ' date it about 
the end of the year lii, or in the very begin- 
ning of Liii, before' St. Paui^ fet out to go to 
Jerufalem by way of Ephefus. 

The fubjefjk of this Epiftle is much the 
fame with that of the Epiftle to the Romans ; 
only this quefttoo is more particularly confi- 

p Acts xvi. 6. < Actf xy, 1. 

'' ^ichjiclis. ^ Vu Lardner, &c. 

« dered 
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dered here, ** Whether Circumcifioti, and the 
** fall obfervance of the Levitical Law» were: 
** neceflary to the falvatioa of'a Chriflian con*. 
" vert ?" 

It feems thefe Judaizuig ChriAians, wbofe. 
iBdire£k views St. Paul expofes \ at firft qaly 
laboured to reprefent Circurncifion as neceiTary 
to, falvation, without obliging the Gemiles t» 
obferve the whole Levitical Law " ; yet they 
inHfted upon the Chriftians receiving the Jewilh; 
fellivals and fabbaticai years ''• 

Th£IR principal Arguments were, 
t. *' TiiAT the Apofllcs at Jerufalem, St*^ 
Peter in particular, and the whole Church ar 
Jerufalem, confldered Circurncifion as necef- 
iary ; that St. Paul was only a deputy from' 
that Church, and his do3rine only to be re^ 
garded fo far as it agreed with that of the 
church of Jerufalem." This obliged St. Paul. 
to declare, not only that the Apoftles at Jeru- 
falem perfe£kly concurred whh him, but alfo 
that be was an immediate Apoftle of Chrift. ^ 
z. '* That St. Paul himfelf. had changed his 
opinion, and now preached up the Levitical 
Law *." They urged perhaps that he had 
caufed Timothy to be circumcifed juft before 
he came to them/ 

t Ch. Ti. ] 2, 13. . • AcH XV. 1 . Gal. t. 3, 9. 

•Ch. iv. 10. *Oal. i.8. 10,v. 11. 

7 Acts ivi. 3. Gal. iu 3. 

«. "That 
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3*^ ** That all the promifes of God were 
ttade to the fons of Abraham ; and that who- 
etef would partake of Abraham's bleffing, mufi, 
like him, be circamcifed." This objection he 
ftiHy anfwers '• 

4* '* That Ifaiah ferelold an approaching 
ckmverfion of the Heathens, and jMromifed 
(Children from among them to Sion, or Jerufa- 
lem ; and therefore, if the Gentiles defired to 
be children of the church of Jenifalem, they 
ought to conform to the rites of that church.'* 
In anfwer to this the Apoflle (hews, that tfaefe 
children were not promifed to the Jewilh, but 
CO the ancient or Jd»ufite Jenifalem *• 

St. Paul frequently dire6ls ChriAians ^o. 
bear with the weaknefe of thofe Jewiih con« 
Tens who obferved the Levitical Law K But 
the Galatian Church confided of Gentiles ; and 
the whole import of tliis Epiftle ia^ that tbey 
fliould not'be circamciftMk 

In the two hit chapters are (bme praSicat 
exhortations, defigned chiefly againft the ani* 
mofities and pattialitieB wUch thefe difputea 
had bined among them* 

« 0«L m. 7. iv. t8. 

* Ch. iv. 19—31. The ifordt, ver. 25, ** Sinai U a 
mount in Aiabia," are thought to be a gloss crept inc(» 
the text. 

^ Rott. xir. Ads xai t9, 34, S6. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
EPHESIANS. 

jpPHESUS was the chief city of all Afia 
"^ on this fide Mount Taurus. St. Paul 
had pafled through it in the year Liv, but 
without making any flay \ The following 
year he returned to Ephefus again, and flayed 
there three years *. During- his abode there^ 
be compleated a very fiourifliing church of 
Chriftians ; the firft foundations of which had 
been laid by fome inferior teachers. As Ephe* 
fus was frequented by peribns of difiinfiioii 
from all parts of Afia^minor, St. Paul took 
the opportunity of preaching in the ancient 
countries * ; and the other churches of Afia ^ 
were confideredas the daughters of the church 
of ^hefos ; fo that an Epiftle to the Ephe- 
fians was» in tSeSk, an Epiftle to the other 
churches of Aiia at the fame time. 

In the year lxi, St. Paul was carried pri« 
ibner to Rome for the firft time ; and during 
liis confinement there^ which was not very 

«ActsxTui.l9— 2i. ^'Ck.m. «Ver.lf. 

clofe. 
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clofe \ be wrote the Epiftles to Philemout, 
the CoLOssiANSy the Ephesxans, and Phi- 

LIPPIANS. 

Hence all thefe Epiftles bear fo great a 
refemblance in their ftyle and manner. Of 
thefe four, a learned writer ' thinks the Epiftle 
to the Ephesians was firft written by the 
Apoftle in the fpring A. D« lxi, as foon as 
conveniently could be, after his friends at 
Rome had taken a lodging for him, and be 
ivas fettled in it. 

This Epiftle was intended to eftaUifli the 
Ephesians in the faith ; and to this end, To 
ipve them more exalted views of the love of 
God, and of the excellence and dignity of 
Chrift ; To fliew tbem they were faved by 
grace, and that the Gentiles (however wretched 
they had been once) had now equal privileges 
with the Jews ; To encourage tb^m, by de# 
daring with whalfteadinefs he (St. Paul) fuf- 
*fered for the truth, and with what earneflneb 
he prayed for their eftablilhment and perfe- 
verance in it ; And finally to engage tbem to 
the practice of thofe duties^ which became 
tbem as Cbriftiana *"• 



'Acts zxviii. 31 , 33. * Dr. Lardner. 

^ Vid. Doddridge. 
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The city of Ephesus was difttngmfbeti by^ 
peculiar vices and fins, which are alluded to 
in this Epiftle, and in thofe to Timothy. 

1. It was the genuine feat of the idolatrous 
worfliip of Diana, who was called xnTEiPA, 
or the Saviour Goddefs : in oppofition to which 
St^ Paul calls the true Deity 2OTHP, or the 
Saviour God, in his EpiQle to Timothy ^ 

2. The Epkefians were remarkable for the 
prafticc of fuperftitious arts *. 

3. They were vain in their drefs '• 

4. They were remarkable for lewdnefs and 
drunkennefs, and gloried in obfcenky of l^Om 

guage". ... 

A^ eminent critic " thinks the Chriflians o( 
Ephefus were aHo tainted with the errors oi 
the Eifenes ; an account of which the Reader 
will find below, in the Introdu£lioa to the 
First Epistle to Timothy* 

* 1 Tim. i. 1. K. 3. 
» Acu»x. 18, 19. » See I Tim. ii. 9, tO. 

■EplKch.v. 
* M. MidueKs. See hift Lectures on tinlUfew Testameittf 



Q^ 






ov 



THE EPISTLE TO THE 
PHILIPPIANS. 

T>HILIPPI was a city of no great extent^ 
^ in Macedonia, near the borders of Thrace^ 
The Chriftian religion was firft planted there 
about the year u, by St. Paul% who left St» 
Luke and Timothy to carry on the work. He 
afterwards paid them a fecond vifit \ and, it is 
ph>l»able^ hw then) afterwards a third time. 

This Epiflie was fent at the fame time- witk 
the preceding, vfz. A. D. Lxii or Lxin. The 
defign of it feems to be, To comfort the Philip* 
plans onder the concern they had exprefied for 
llis imprifonment at Rohle ; To check a party 
fpirit that had crept in among them ; and to pro- 
snote on the contrary an entire union and bar* 
mony of afFe£lioa ; To guard them againft be« 
ing feduced from the purity of the Chrifliaiv 
faith by judaiaing teachers ; To fupport them 
under the trials with which they flruggled; 
And, above all, to infpire them with a concern 
to adorn their holy profeflion by the moft emu 
sent attainments in the divine life \ 

•ActiXTi. 'Act&]cxL6: 

« Vid. De4ari4se. 
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OF 

THE EPISTLE TO THE 
COLOSSIANS. 

/^OLOSSE for, as it was anciently wiit- 
^*^ ten, Colaflae) was a confideraBle city of 
Phrygia in Afia-minor. St. Paul himfelf had 
not beea at this city when he wrote this 
Epillle % though he had fome years before 
travelled through Phrygia. However^ Epsr 
pbras had founded a CbrilUan Church at 
ColoIIc, and probably io the neighbouring 
cities of Laodicea and Hierapotis '• It is pro- 
bable that (orae ColofGans, who had lieard 
St. Paul preach at Ephefus \ might be coa- 
yerted by him ; and among them Philemon, 
to whom St. Paul addreSed his Epiiile.fo in- 
^tituletk 

Now the Churches of CoIoITe, Laodiced, and 
Hierapolis, were expofed to more imminent 
danger of being feduced by fatfe teachers*. 
as they had not received the GoTpel imme- 
diately from an Apoftle, but from Epaphras ; 
and as they might queftion^ whether Epa* 
phras did 'noc err in fome rerpe£l$ : tliis oc« 

» CoU U. 1. • Col . i. 7. iv. 12, 15. 

<AcU«UK.ia. 

oifioned 
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cafioped St. Paul's anxiety for them ", and in- 
duced him to confirm the Do£lrine of Epa- 
phras by this Epiftle *, which was written 
from Rome about the fame time with the 
preceding, A. D. lxh or lxiii, A learned 
writer* thinks this and the Epiftle to Phi- 
lemon were fent away together by Tychicus 
afid Onefimus, alihough that to Philemon wis 
probably firJl delivered. 

The more immediate occafion of writing to 
the ColoiEans, was an Epiftle St. Paul had re- 
ceived FROM the Laodiceans ', which an emi- 
nent Critic' thinks contained fome written 
queries relating to the do£lrines of the Effenes, 
and this Epiftle was intended to anfwer them. 
What thofe Doctrines were, fee in the Intro- 
ciu£lion to the first Epistle to Tij^otmy. 

This Epiftle to the Coloffiatts is fo like that 
to the Ephefians, both m language and con- 
tenti", that the one will greatly iliuftrate the 
^tber» . . . • ♦. 



•Col. 


n. 1. 






''Col.i. 7/iv. 12, 
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Lardner. 


Seealso Mitbaclis. 
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OF 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS- 

•T^HESSALONICA was in St. Paul's 
**■ time the capital of Macedonia. St. 
Paul had preached the Gofpel there in the 
year li * : fome few among the Jews received 
the Gofpel ; but a great niBttitude of thofe 
Heathens, who confclTed one only true God \ 
became converts to Chrift. Hence the majo- 
rity of the Church confifted of native Hea- 
thens, who had formerly been Idolaters ^ 
The Jews, ever jealous of the admiffion of 
the Gentiles to the fame privileges with them- 
*feives, raifed fuch a difturbance, that St. Paul, 
with Silas, was obliged faddenly to withdraw : 
they -even purfued faim to Berea. He left 
^ilas and Timothy there, and fled to Athens, 
ordering them to follow him ^, Timothy 
•did not long contin(^e there with St. Paul, 
-but -was Cent back to Theflalonica*, and 

'• Acts xrii. 



« 1 Thes8. i. 9. 
* Actsxyii. 14, 15, 
. « J Thcs*. iil 1, 2. 
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when he mturiMd, leuad St. Paul at Corinth \ 
where be refided a year and half ^ ; and in the 
former part of that time this Epiftle was pro- 
bably written, viz. about A. D. lix. * 

With regard to the ftate of the Church of 
Theflalonica, the knowledge of which is re* 
f uifite to underftand thefe two Eprftles, 

!• It confided chiefly of Gentiles, and of 
lone Jewifli members. It is probable that 
ibe Teachers mentioned in the fifth Chapter ^ 
were converts from Judaifm; at leaft, fuch 
Greeks as bad before been 'proielytes to the 
Jewilb religion. 

s. This Church. being 'ftill in its iniancy, 
and oppreflTed by the powerful Jews, required 
to be eflabliflied in the faith. S<. Paul there- 
fore in the three firft Chapters endeavours 
to convince the Theflalonians of the truth 
and divinity of his Gofpel, both by the mira- 
culous gifts of the Holy Ghofi,^ which bad 
been imparted i and by his own cpn4u£l when 
^unongthem, 

3. Ah ^ror prevailed with refpefi to the 
doarine of the laft Judgment. The Thef* 
falonians, like moft of the primitive Chrillians, 
thought the day of Judgment would ^lappen 

'St. Pftul came there before the end of the year 5 1, 
and ctaid till the beginning of S3, Lardner. 
•Vcr.l«. 

m 
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ift their time. They imagined thofe, who 
Jived to fee it take place, would have great 
advantage over the deceafed faithful, which 
was probably to confift on their entering im* 
tnediatdy on the Millennium* This error he 
combats in-the fourth Chapter. 

4. Some of this Church who refufed to 
fubje£l tfaemfelves to the teachers, had at the 
fame •time given tbemfe^ves up to diforder ; 
and they fecm to have carried on this unruli- 
nefs, under a pretence of teaching or edify- 
ing others : On this account the Apoflle gives 
ibe admonitions in the fifth Chapter ^ 

J»Vcr. U— 14, 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 

' - 

*nnHE Second Epiftle to the Theffalonians 
^ was fent from Corinth foon after the 
firfl, viz. A. D. Lti. St. Paul found the 
Theffalonians ftill confidcred the day of Judg- 
ment as at hand, and that the diforders before 
reproved were ftill carried on among them. 
He therefore in this fecond Epiftle (hews, that 
the laft day was ftill diftant, from (omc pro- 
phecies not yet fulfilled ; and gives them more 
particular direfiions how to condu£l them- 
felves towards thofe diforderly perfons. 

M. Michaelis thinks that 2 Theff. ii. 2. re- 
fers to, fome Epiftles forged in St. Paul's name 
to propagate the above error ; and to certain 
calculations and falfe prophecies applied to the 
famepurpofe. 
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Of 

THE FIRST EPISTLi TO 
TIMOTHY. 

TTTE havp jip aocovnt of Timothy in the 
A6ls of the Apoftles', and in other 
parts of the New Teftament *", from which he 
appears to have been a youth of rabft excel- 
lent qualities, and almoft conftantly the com-* 
panion of Su Paul. 

This Firft Epiftle to him is by fome dated, ' 
A. D. Lxv, but by others on better grounds* 
about A. D. LVi, or LViii, at the time of 
St, Paul's journey into Macedonia". This 
Apollle being obliged to retire from Ephesus 
earlier than he intended, on account of the 
infurreQion raifed by Demetrius ", left Tirao* 
thy behind him, to reftore perfeft order in the 
Church, to fill the Eccleiiaftical Offices, an'.t 
to withfland Falfe Teachers. 

* Acts Jtvi. 1 — 3. 

^ 2 Tim. i. 5. Acts xiv. 2 Tim. ui. 10, 1 1. 1 Tim. 
iy. 14. 2 Tim. i. 6. 1 Tim. iv, 12. Heb. xiii. 23. 
See also t^c address to 2 Cor. Phllipp. Coloss. 1 and 8 
Thcss. Philtem. 

* See Michaelis, Lardner. The place where tliis Epistif 
w2* written it not certainly agreod ; though it is likely St. 
Paul was either in Macedonia, or nedr it« 

>» Acts XX. 1, 
» Acttxiv. 

F As. 
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As Tome of the Ephefians would not obey 
him, and others attempted to force themfelyes 
upon him as Biifaops and Miiltfers^ St; Paul 
wrote this Epiflle, which he might lay before 
them as his commiflion : So that it is rather to 
the Ephesians than to TimotHV*. 

An eminent Critic ** thinks this'firll Epiftle 
to Timothy, and thofe to the JilPHEs'iAN^ 

r and Colossi AN s, were levelled againft certain 
errors prevalent among them, which the Esse- 
NES (a Jewifh-feft) had borrowed from orientd 
Philofophers : They held, i . That God was 
furrounded by Demons or Angels, who were 
mediators with God, and therefore to .be wor. 
ihipped. 2. That the foul is deffledHby the bodyj 
that all bodily enjoyments hurt thefoul ; which 
they believed to be immortal, though they feem 

.to have denied the refurreflionof the body, as it 
would only render the fgul Griful by being re- 
united to it. .3. That there vv^s a.great myftery 
in numbers, particularly in the number Seven ; 
they therefore attributed a natural hojineft to 
the Seventhr or Sabbath day, which they obferved 
Hjore ftriflly than the other Jews. Thej^ fpent 
their pme mollly in contemplation ) abllaihed 
from marriage, and every gr^uiication of the 
fenfes ; ufed waitings, and thought it (inful to 
touch certain things ; regarded wine as poi- 
son, &c. 

• See 1 Tim. 3. 18. \y, 6. 12, 13. v. 2;?. 
' M. Michacli*. 

In 
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In oppofition to thefe, St. Paul, in tliefe 
three Epiftles, fliews the fuperiority of Chrift 
to the Angels, and warns Chrillians againfl: 
^vorfliipping them. He cenfures the obferva- 
tion of Sabbaths; rebukes thofe, who forbade 
marriage, and the touching of certain things ; 
and who delivered commandments of men con- 
cerning meats, and prohibited them. He per- 
mits Timothy to drink wine ; blames thofe who 
abftain from noarifhing their bodies ; and en- 
joins bodily cxercife. He cautions againft a 
Philofophy, which teaches all thefe things; atid 
againft perions, who aiTume a great appearance 
df wifdom and virtue. He delivers Hymenaeus 
6ver to Satan, bec'aufe he pretended there was 
Tio yeftrrreftion of the flefti. 

The fame learned writer thinks the errors 
of the Eflenes had found^ their way into thefe 
churches through Apollos*!, who was of Alex- 
:andria(, in the neighbourhood of which EfleHes 
prcilrailed>$' and alfo through the twelve Chrif- 
•ciaas tkiendoned in A3s xix^ who appear but 
«]|^)er£edly acquainted with cfae'Chridian dod- 
trines. He conjeftures that *• the vagabbnd 
•Jews, ExoMifts*;'* were of this fcft. 



\ I 



«! A'ets x^i. 24. ' xix. 1 — TJ ' «" Ver. 1 — 7. ' 



« Ven W. •:'>'j'»: 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 

TIMOTHY. 

nPHIS EpiAie, accordjlB^ to {bf»e driacs-S 

, ^ was writteii by Su Faul» at Rome, 
ilup'mg his firft imprifonment tbere, atid: was 
iieot to Timothy in the fummer of t^e yeir 
•i.x{« J^t oibevs^ rather chink it i^as wr^ieii 
4ifir«Ag t4^ Af oftie's 1^& impfironfQeiit (hero, 
.«(M Yef y lioAg brfore be fealed thf iruiJh wkii 
his blood} which 13 comeionly pliCf^ abottt 

That Timothy was at £pli«fiis« or in 
.{icffer Aftiu when rhis EpiAliS wts fent to \iix^ 
r»ppeiifs froxD the frequent memion in it ni 

4)ierffllisrerulingat£pfaerus. The^blfeteachrci, 
who had before throwD this chu mck ioio eoor 
.fafioD* grcMT every day worfe : inibBucb that 
,\\g^ oikly Hymenaeus, but Phtletm,. aiifiiher 
Ephefian .b^nciic» now denied the fteOirret- 
tion of the dead. They were led into this 
error by a diif ute about words^ At firii they 
only annexed various improper .figntfications 

< So Dr. Lardiier.  5o M. Michadiit, A04] others. 

to 
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to the word Refurre£lion, till at l»{t they de« 
nxed the thing ; preteiuUng that the Refurrec- 
tion of the dead was only a Refurre3ion from 
the deafth of fin, Uid fo wak already paA^ This 
error was probably derived from the eaftern 
fthilofopk^, whkb placed thia origin of fm m^ 
tbe I^y« Thn Spiftle coi>(Hl» chietty of 
affefiioiM^ ad^i€6«- t» XiMOTHYr thciic^r^^ 
vraird ..ta- be aAivr iiv opp«A«ig UiOtfa fialfo 
teacb«r8,» and^ in^ propagauiig dab. Goipek 
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OF ' 

THE EPISTLE TO TITUS. 

ff 

TPHIS may be caHcd an Epiftle ta tfcc Cre- 
TANS, For St. PAiJL meant' dot fo 
much to inflru6i Titus, as to furnifli him with 
a rule to lay before the Cretans, to which he 
might appeal, whenever unworthy and un<}i]a<- 
lified perfons attempted to obtrude themfelves 
into the Epifcopal office. 

Titus was a Greek", and probably owed 
his converdon to . St. Paul ' ; who, fourteen 
years after, took him with him to Jerufalem, 
to the great council held there in the year 
XLix. And as Titus was of Gentile parents, 
St. Paul would no^ fuffer him to be circum> 
cifed, that he might not abridge the liberty of 
the Gentile converts ^, Some years after, St* 
Paul difpatched him to Corinth, to bring him 
an account of the fiate of that Church ' ; and 
afterwards fent him thither again, to haflen the 
€olle3ion for the poor Chriftians in Judea\ 
After this we hear no more of him, till he is 
mentioned in this Epiftle as having been with 
St. Paul in Crete. 

• Gal. M. a. « Tit. i. 4. y Gal. ii. 1-^. 

• t Col. xU. 18. vit*. 13. • Ch. viii. 6. 

Thi$ 
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• f • 

This Epiftle> according to Dr. Lardner, 
was written towards the end of the year lvi, 
while St* Paul was in Macedonia, or near it. 
But M. Michaelis and others think it was 
.more probably written in St. Paul's laft pro- 
grefs through the Afiatic Churches, betweca 
his firft and' fecond imprifonment at Rome ; 
t^iough the precife year they are not able to 
determine: Titus Had been left at' Crete, to 
ftttle the Church which St. Paul had probably 
eftabhihed there in his firft journey to Rome ^ 
and afterward ^. The Churches in Crete had 
not hitherto had any Bifhops and Minifters : 
Titus was- to appoint them : but he was to be 
upon his guard againft ibme of the circumci- 
fion, who afpired to eccleflaflical officeSi 

Th£ Ifland of Crete was the parent of 
Roman and Greek Idolatry; and the Cretans 
fo far excelled^ther nations in inventing Gods, 
that they were called The Liars. They 
were alfo diflinguilhed for unnatural vices and 
a fpirit oftfeditiom 

The Cretan converts to Chriftiamty were 
indeed obliged to forfake Idolatry and the 
worth ip of Images r but as the Cretans were 
Egyptians by defcent, and had long inters 
mixed the whims of Egyptian philofopby with 

* Acts xxvii. 8. « Tit. i. 5. 

i ^ij\- Judaifm, 



120 OF THE EPISTLE, Bcc. 

Judaifnn, and as they had embraced Chriftt- 
aniry very early, no Church w^as in greater 
danger of adopting the abfurd and heathen 
genealogies of God, of his on!y begotten Son, 
and of the Aons. Hence St. Paul warns 
them agarinft thefc errors *. 

* Tit. i. 14. iii. 9. Vid. Mlch^Uu 
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EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 

pttlLEMON feems to have been a fub- 
fianturi roan* at CoIqAc, who had a Tpaci* 
ous boufe^ in which a part of the Chriftian 
Church aOembled, and in which travelling 
Cbrxllians were entertained*. The want of 
public inns among the ancients made tlus hof- 
pitality neiedful;: and it was particularly en-; 
joined to Chriftians, to receive one another 
hofpitably : but, as every individual was not in 
a condition to. entertain Chriftian-ftrangerSy^ 
the Churches feem to have appointed one or 
more of their principal members for this pur* 
pofe '. This ^as the office of Deacons, To that» 
Philemon had an office in the Church; andin^ 
deed he is by feme of the ancients entitled 
Bifhop of Coloffe. Whatever his minifterial 
office was, he is by St. Pau!" called *• his fellow- 
labourer'/* -His fon Archippus, to whom 
this Epiftle is alfo addrefled, had juft before 
been Deacon in the church of ColofTe ** ; he is 
accordingly mentioned with honour by St. Paul, 
who not only fiiles him his fellow- labourer 
like his father, but alfo his fellow foldier. 

• Ver. S2. * Rom. xvi. 22. 

• Ver.l, 8» * Col. iv. 17. 

F 5 Philemon 
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PmtlJMON fccms toBaveb^^n one .of Su 
PauPs firft fruits of the Church of Ephefus, 
and not to have been converted like the reft by 
Epaphr^s/ hut by St. Paul him&If'; having 
prpbably come to Ephefus while St» Paul was 
there. 

**This Epifile was written from Rome (at 
the fame time with the Epiilles to the Colof- 
fians, Philippians, &c.) about A. D. LXit, or 
i;xiii. The occaiion of it was this: Onefi- 
mu^ Philemon's Have, had robbed him, and 
fled to Rome. There St. Paul meeting with 
Him, converted him to the Chriflian Faith, 
^cnd, having kept him fome time to be fatisfied 
of bis reformatioT), fends him back to his maf- 
tcr with this letter; wjiich has always been 
a<ijnired for its delicacy of fentiment and maf- 
ferly alddrefs, and may be confid'ered as a fino 
^del of Epillolary writing. 

!■ 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
HEBREWS.- 

T"^HIS ApoftoHc letter, according to the 
beft authors, both ancient and modern, 
was- the genuine work of St. Paul*; and,' 
according to the ancients, was originally writ-* 
ten in -the -Hebrew- or Syriac language ; out of 
>^hich it was tranflated into Greek by fome 
Appftblic perfon, who is believed "to have been- 
either St. Luke or Clement. Some eminent 
Critics, however, among the moderns, find 
reafon to think our prefent Greek copy was not 
a tranflation, but the original;, and 'that the 
ancients were mifiaken in this refpel^. - 

St. Pau], contrary to his ufual cuftom^ did 
Bot prefix bis name to this Epiille, for a very 
obvious reafon, th^^t he might not top earty 
awaken the prejudices conceived agatnfl hini^ 
by the Jewifh converts, which might have \t(k 
them to throw it afide unperufed. ; Jt wa« writ-, 
ten towards- the end of- (or foon after) Sti Paul's-' 

^ Many.proofs of this maybe coUected from this Epistle 
itself. It is t'vident, from Chap. ii. 3, that the writer was • 
jjot one -of Chrisi*s D sciples. See Dr. Lardner, who has-* 
fuUy disciused this point, and finds jrcason to give it to 
5ti Paql« 

F 6 imprifoa- 
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iffiprifonmcftt at Rome', A. D. lxiii, to the 
convertefd Jews of Paleftirte, here called He- 
brews^ as (tiftingttiflied fRMa th» H«Ilei»ifls, or 
foreign Jews* A fevere perfecution Had dc^ 
prtved thcfm of the Apoftle St; James, and had 
rendered almoft that whole cburdi wavering 
in the faith. To confirm fome, and to r^« 
cover others from their apoflacy, was the pur« 
port of ibis Epiflle* 

As the zealous defenders of the Mbfaic La\< 
would naturalty indft on the divine authority 
of Mofes, on the majelly and glory attending 
its promulgation by the mini (try of Angels, 
and the great privilege it aflTorded thdfe who 
adhered to it : The Apoftle {hews, 

I* That in all thefe feveral articles Chrif* 
tianity had an infinite fuperiorlty to the LaMP. 

This Topic he purfucs' ftom Cbap» i. t<f 
xL wherein he reminds the betieving He- 
l^ewsof the extraordinary Savour fiiown tfaeiis> 
byGodj in fending them a Revelation by'hit 
own Son, whofe glory was far fc^perior .tc^ 
Aat o( Angels"*; very naturally ifiGsrrni^ 
from hence, the danger of dcfpifing Cbrift on 
account of his humiliaiion, which, in perfeft 
coafiHeilce with his domiaioa* over the world 

^ Ch. X. 34. xiii. 2i, 23.  Ch. i« throushotof. 

te 



to totnef' v^Sis vofamarify ftft)riAt6tf 16^ %f Wfff 
fbf* virlfe atid tmpbnant r^fons; pi(tt4e^hNriy 
to rfdiv^r ur ftom the* frtkr' oJ dealSf, tuiA 
M etit6tLrzy^ tftc* fiietddih' of ottl^ ade^ft to 
G6d^' With' tAfe faine view, ^He iria^riifi^ 
<i?rtfi^r a* ftipd4t)r t6^ Rfesi*s^ tfifei*' 'greaf 
It^datOk^r «nd- fi^Mh tfii^ -j^uiiHI^rt^l^ if^E^ 
on tUore^ Mfhc^ r6b«I]ed aj^it tU6» aiMf^ 
Mofts, ir&t^ the ibiig^r of eo'^teidftin^ fte 
promifibs of thc'Oofpcl*. Anli-Q^ it- vmr an 
eair^ tr^fifitio/ki to cAV to"^ ]!!Dihd^onUlii& McaHon 
tlidt Reft^ ifi Garish; to whtell tke ambodt}^ 
iir<refteid in- Mbfcs t^^s invendhfd^ td lead* tittrii.i 
thie' Aipbftfe ' hence cautidAs tl^n» againft ini» 
belief; as what wouiif prevent tbeircnterinii^ 
mtd a fiJperidr' flate of Reft to what the Jews 
ever enjoyed"*; Thfi^ oaiutoiy \i flali^ further 
ihforced by awfcrl^vie^Sf of (tkSd^S omnircience^ 
anxi'a lively repf^febtitt^ii^oPthcl Hi|^-Prieft*i 
hood of CJbylfi*. In tbe next plaoe he inti* 
mat^ the very Hopekfs fituati^n of tfaofe wito 
apoftatire from Chriftxanky'*; and tBen^ foi 
^he- edrafbit and' eonfirilKitioii; of findere lfe« 
tietei^, cRfphVs^to them the goodifdsicrf Godl 
affd> MsP tsuChtiftf adk^ende to c^'g^c* 

mentr; tlie perlbi^nfte o£ wfatfiUvisiftatedb^p 

» Cb. lit thnMtsMufi •Chi iib K^ia. 

^^Oi. iii* 141 W^ U^ ' . « ^fa.* iv^ 10; «• M 

the 
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the eotnince.^ Chrift into Heaven as oup 
Forerunner;'., Still further. to illuflrate the^ 
ebara£ter of . our Lord, he. enters into a 
parallcj bet,wee^,.him an4 Melchizedec, as to 
their title .^nd .4cf^ent ;. an4> fxom/inilancei 
wherei|i4hp F,ricQfypo^^{ Melchizf^lec, e^cc^U 
led the.Levitic^l, ^if^r% f^t)t^jl<>i7pf tbe 
Priefthood. of (?bi:ift :furpa&d tjiat, uQ4ei; 
the I^w'. From tl^fe preinife^ the Apoftlc 
ai^gues, that the.Aarqiiics^, Piie^hood was not 
only excelled, hut.^cojafuniinate^ by that of 
Chrift, to vhich }U ^¥as only imraidufio<ry and 
fubfervient;, aiid of cou^fe^ that, the. pbli- 
gatioB of the Ltiyr^^^% bc;ncAfQrih .diflbl^ed?. 
Then re»cmpitulaung what., he had ,^, already 
demonftrated conc^rc^ng. thq fiy>erior d^piiy 
of Chriil's Priefthopd,. he thence iliuftrates the 
diftingui(be4 e^cclJmc^ of i >l{c N,ew Covenant* 
as' n6t cjDil)^ foretold . by Jorfj^joi^h,. )biut ,e^ 
Aently' enri<ibed^ i^ith; nwch .bctit^r )profnifca 
than theiOWTtrExfJaiiwng further the <^c^ 
trine of the. Pficftboad and intcfccflion of 
ChVift, by .cooipfkring it .with whaf the J^vfith 
High-PriefiS: did oi>: the gr^cat 4^y jof ,at9ne^ 
liienl '. Aftervrards he eoJ^rgtA ton. the jDecefn 
fity of flieilding..CIirift'ft:;bfayKl» ^nd jtbe fuf. 

• Ch/¥i. 9^ to the^ad. « Ch» vii.»l— 17^ ' . 

• <hi.«4K48,4Attltcnd. « C^* viii. tivoiuMit*. 
'Ch. ix.1— 14. 

r *: ficiency 
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ficieincy of the suonement made by it'; and, 
pi;ove9 that ihe )egal Ceremonies could not by 
any means purify the confcience; whence he 
infers tbe^ infoffiaiency. of the Mofaic Law, 
and the neceflity of looking beyond it ' : He 
tken urges^ the Hebrews to imprpv^the privi- 
leges which fuchan High-Priedand Covenant 
<^nferred pi^ ,th^i.:to the purpofes of ap* 
proaching.God witU confidences to a cQnftant 
attendance on his worfiiip, and moft benevo^ 
lent regards to eacib o(ber *« 

The Apoftle having tbMs obviated the in-, 
finuations and obje£lion$ p( thej^ws; for the 
fatisfadion and efiabliftjpent of . the believing 
Hebrews, proceeds 

II. To prepare and fortify their minds 
Qgainft the ilorra of perfecutiony which in part 
had already befallen them, and was likely to 
continue, and be often renewed. He re- 
minds them of thofe extremities they had en- 
dured, and of the fatal efie£ls which would 
attend their' Apoftacy**: calling to their re- 
membrance the eminent examples of faith and 
fortitude exhibited by Holy Men and recorded 
in the Old Teftament^ He concludes his 
difcourfe with glancing at many other illuf- 

y Ch. ix. 15, to the end. ' Ch. x. 1—15. 

a Ch. X. 15—95. ^ Cb. X. Sj6» to tbe end. 

c Ch. xi. 1—29. 

irious 
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ill Scrfpture, refers to-tBccafe of fcveral, wto 
liiflSrrcd' under the p^rfectHfion rf Antioebut 
Epipliahtb;' - 2 Macdlb. cMip. tim' &c*l 

H'AVtNi^ (hos finiOled the tft^jiitftentafi^ 
jflrirt . of. the EpilHe, the ApOftte^ piroceeds ta a* 
g6kierri ArPLicATK>N ;' in wbkb he exhcmi^ 
thb Hebrew ChtiM^ t& p^^tsnce^ peace;. 
aAd bdUnei*'*; cautiotitf them agabft fecuiar 
views and fenfual gr«if6carfonsv by laying' 
h^foft them the incwifpurable . e^e^tleii^e of 
tlie bleflkigs iotrodueed by th(i;^6ofpel, whieh' 
<^Fen the Jewi(fa CBce^omy*, gloriotis^and mag- 
nificent as it was, di4 by Ao meaasi equal ' ;* 
exhorts them to brotherly aflFeSion,. puxity^ 
compaflion, dependance on the divine care. 
iledfaftnefs in the profelBon of the truths a. 
life of thankfulnefs to God', and benevolence 
to man ' : and concludes the whofe with re- 
commending their pious mihifters to iheic 
particular regard, intrcating their prayers, 
(fluting them, and ppoiK)uhcing on them a 
0:)lem benediSion K 

* Ch; xi. M xM. 1 • * Ch, itil.^3— T4. 

^ Ch.«ziii. 17. to the endr 
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THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE 
. Of ST, JAMES. 

nPHIS and the, following Epifllcs arc pro- 
• bAly CApled Catholic or Generai, 
becairfe mod of them were written, not to paf- 
HcuUt chwrches, biit to the FaitHful difperfed 
throughout whole coSiitries. The sxcoNi^ 
and TmRD' Episties of St; John areaddei 
to themi only betaufe they Were written by 
the fame hand that wrbte' the firft, aitd woaW 
))ave been loll htd they bten copied feparatelj^. 

.This EpiUrvvvQii^iwrkteflr by St« JftMtts r»t 
Less, the Ton 6t Atpbe8m.or Cleopbasy ffiU 
the brother, i. e. kinfman, of our Lord, wha 
fiatedly refided at J^rufal^m, and is faid by the 
ancients to fiaive been trie firft Biliop of that 
City i where he is believed to have fuffered 
martyrdom in the former part of the year 
J.XII ; and to have written this Epifiie a Oiort 
time before his death : which a learned writer*^ 
thinks might be partly occafioned by the offence 
taken at this Apoftolic letter. 

' Dr. Lartjner. 

It 



t^o OF THE EPrSTLE, Kc. 

"* It i8'ge*n€7anyTinyerTroo3 to be a35reflc3F 
to the Jcwifli Converts to Chriftianity dif- 
perfed abroad in th^.^more diftant regions : 
and that the Apoille's defign is partly to ex- 
hort* di6 <5HfcftiaiP Gdnvirti «b* fconftkftcy in- 
fuffering, andl P^^y^ tO( warnihem againft 
certain Jewifti vices, * 

f •  •■ • 

r * • • 

. j^uT Dr. Lardnbr thinks that this Epiftte 
.was written to ^y. Jew^^^qf every (Jjeoominatioit 
throughout the woridi whether Ql^viQi^ns or 
/dtherwife:, /or thjs^ ceaff^n. the Apofile does 
not wiCb them graco or peace from JefusChrid^. 
though lie. doe& QOtdilTemble his own.charac* 
,ter« nor does he conclude with any Chridiaii 
benediction: And, though a largp^part of the 
Epiille is applicable to Chrillians> . there are^ 
feuerai* :p>r«q^apfaa^ * Which: .ietttt i|[kticlilarly. 

/ . .^ :f .> .0 ,/•... .ir.lM ..: , ; ' . 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE ^ ' * 
OF ST. PETER. ^ '. 

•^PHIS Apoftolic Letter is proBabJy atT- 
drefFed to fuch Gentiles as had forfaken^ 
Idolatry and believed'ia the true God, without 
having been circumcifed, and wlio afterwards 
became Chriflians ; fuch as Cornelius the Cen-^, 
turion ; i. e. Chriflians from among 'the Pro- 
felytes : " Eleft (or declared- to be fuch) through 
*• faAaification of the Sphrit \** ' The whole 
Epiftle abounds ihaffurances thatthefe cdnverts 
were regenerate and become children of (iod> 
ivithout Levitical facrifices, merely through' 
Chrift./  ''^ 

Tkis Epiftle was writtcti from a city calledf 
by St, Peter BABfYLpN :' this fome think to 
have been Babylon in Affyria, which, though 
demoliflied; frright poffibly have fome few 
Chriftians in its neighbourhood ; however the 
generality, both ancients and moderns, fuppofe 
it to have been a ^gurative name for Rome. 
But M. MichJfeRs propofes aV|uery, Whether 
Jenifalem'ixnght not be Ibadowed under that 
name : He alfo thinks it was written fo earljfc 

1 Vid. ch. i* 3. comj^ared with Acts iw 44«»47. xi. 
15—17. 

9St- 



i3» OF THE I. EPi;STLE, &c. 

as the year XLix, fooii after the great Council 
held there* But the mote received opinion is, 
that it was much Jater; either in the yeaf 
1^X111 or Lxiv, or at latefl lxv ". 

St. Peter's chief defigtirs, To- confirm the 
d^&rine of St. PauU. which the faUe teachers 
pretended he was oppoln^.i and tO| affare ttte 
Profelytes, that they ftoodr in the trtte,^ace.o£^ 
God ". Witt this view, he calls thtm elcft, 
and metuionS) t^atihey bad been decktced^fiicbf 
by the efTuHqa of the Holy 6baft upon then^L*"!., 
lie aflures tliem that they., were jregenerate: 
without ciFi^amctCpis^ merely. throij^ the G^r». 
pel and Re/uf region of Chcift«' ;. and thaltheilr 
Aifferi^gs were no argument of thek.heij3g.uxLT. 
dcr tb«( dlfpleafure of God,.aithe.jew&ima«. 
gitied'C He recommends it to tbeoo, tohof<> 
for grace iq^ike,,eni\ He.teftifief>i^.they 
WfTC not redeemed b.y.tl?e.ffafe^at.tamh# but: 
tnrougl^ Chrfft^ whw> G^i Jwidj^pm-ordftincdi 
^r thr$ .purppfe M^^^ the SoMdatioa^nf tbfi 

worlds , ' .- : ... .' ...^ « 

> •■ ' • ' ' • 
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•THE SECOND EPISTLE 
OF ST- PETER. 

'T'HIS fecand J^^piAIe is fuppofed to have 
• been written many years aEter the former, 
v^. 19 A« D. Lxvii, a ftort tine liefore St. Pe- 
ler'ft martyrdpoi. which liappeiied ia Lxvni» 
Wd to %tfhich be Modes in one or two fdaces ^ 
The general defign of this Epiftle is, To.con- 
fii;in the dofirine^ and inflrufiions deliverediin 
|h(e former E^nftle; ** To excite the Cfariftian 
Converts to ador« aod ihvUalUy adhere Atheir 
hoiy lUHgien, as a Religion proceeding, from 
God. ootl^witbfbHiJiog -the arttfiees .of faUe 
Teachers* whole chacaOer is at large dc* 
Ccribed;4Uifd nQtwMihAandiiig die parfeoatioa 
of their bitter and ixxvieterstte enemies/' 

The genuineneCi of this Epiflle has been 
dpubtedtf fr^Mn tbe|)eailtar ftile of the 2A Chap* 
ter» which if di&fentfiomtheoiher parts of &• 
P^ter^s writings . &p* SHeRLOCicfuppoijss.that 
the Apa^le« defi^ribiog mfiM Chapter «ho cha- 
rafter of fu^j^, Cedivser^. as. endangered the faith 
4>f the ChriftianCpA verts, adopu the hnguage 
and fentiinenta of Tome Jfwiih antk>c, contain- 
iog a iUopg 4^npUM, in the eaftern manner, 
of fome f alif^ pfophet« to that, or an eadierage. 
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OF 

THE F4RSX fiP-ISTLE OF 
ST. ' jOHN^. 

"T^HIS Epiftle of St. John (if it is not rather a 

r "*• ItttleTrearife} appeatm^a^' well ashisOpf- 

,pel, to have been written dga^nft Cerii^thiis : In 

-ithealfoaHufleatathe plefnicious d6&i4neof die 

other Gnbflics, efpociaiiy'in the «dn6bnitionsto 

.walkio the l^ht, tokeepiin^kfited^<rom4eiirual 

. rms,and to abfttin from Idolsl For whilft Gerin- 

:thus taught, that the law of Mofes wai»abo]iflie4; 

•the others inaintained,Uhat eating things offered 

.toidAs^ and>ibrhicatten,'3Wtre indiflerent a3$. 

: >In opipoStion «o t)»qfii erfers, St. John lays 

•deWn three ^fitions.: ,i. T4)&t it i» necelSary to 

.walkin>i:he light, and Jce^ clearof fl^ly lufis, 

in brdbr to parjBake oF ttfae kingdom .^f God. 

2. That it is necefifary to keep the new torn- 
inwrnchnent ©f loving one another. 3. That Jefus 
-was Chrift and the Son of God,- not only in his 
.fa^^tifiti^ ^at aUbat the Shedding of his ^lood. 
'i .*T?His litdo Treatifeorfipiftte IS direfled to 
• a!l» GhriAians, '\i^hereA}^vei- ^difp^fed ; < and' is 
fifoppofedtoii^^beeii wAtteii^ef&i^^thbdefirttc- 
%tion of Jeraf4lem, ^by Ttitli Critics as apply 
-C-' ii; i>8.*t4?*tt#^laftLtirti^' of* the JeMrifh flate, 
/Otheci iftr}ipofe*it lo.taMQ 1>^ wrhteh after 
. theijewilk war % 4b6ut the year lxxx ; and 

others even fo laie as the'^y^ar xci, or xcix, 

|i>' " So Dr. Lardner, 

OF 
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ITHE Sa5p>|D/AfJ9oTHIRD 

EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN. 

- •   . I v.? iiv.iv; .-r ■' r- ; ?: "" ' 

"«3^'HE&E 'are imptp^ly dcncmlinatW 
>+ J. Catholic rortXJwieifaiijhbfctm^ i^€lilm4 
f<>UwD fmgk penfo6s,*ihe oh^'^offam«J ladj^ 
of dHKnfilion, the other s^i Gaiu9) ^or GaiU9^ 
|>rofoab)y the fame perfon whom Su. Paul ^at 
jCDnmh'.Ailes his hoft% aiul who is «cde« 
J>Fated for his hofpitalityLito: UfS.farcXbrerl. 
•But a learned wmer^ raihef ihiny be;w:9K»a|x 
^mmenr'Chriftian, who llivediiri feme icity'OJ 
iAfia  not £ar - from EpheTus, ' where liu- J^htiK 
-chiefly refidcd after.hc had left Jud«a. ' 

These Letters are conjeQured to have bee« 
fefnt about the fame tiaie with^ jot footi after^ 
<he' former. 



 » 
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THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE 
40 F ST. JtJ&B. 

•TPHIS was written by Jude, or Judas, 
^ the brother of. James the LdsJ The i^- 
naiitaUe fiimltfrit^ between this and part T)f 
the feeoild EpiAle of Pieter; «fas pndiaUly 
owing to bonh writers drawing ^their cfaarac^ 
ter of thefalfe teachers from the.defcriptiom 
given of the bdk pnopliete in fomc^frifrtt 
Jewili lautbor : and it is aHb poflfdile that Sti, 
Jude might hirtre the fecond JBpiftie of .St 
^ter before him. They both.proTe^ agakifi 
certain Heretics (probaUy: theOnQflic8)i:tbat'a 
great day of judgment is impending, and con» 
etude, 'from the judgments of God foiiaierly 
exerted, thatX^rod wili he aaas^enger of evtl. 
This is believed to have been writien .a&Cf 
tnoft (if not all) the other Apoflolical Epif- 
tles ; when St; Jude Hvas arrived- at a very old 
age. Dr. Mill even dates it A. D. xc: others 
fuppofe it to have been written much earh'er ; 
yet after that of St. Peter, about A. D. Lxv, 
or Lxvi. 
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THE REVELATION Of 
ST. JOHN. 

/'T^HIS prophetical boolc is agreed to have 
* been wriiten by St. JcwN the Evam- 
^ELisT, who, according to Eufebius, was 
baniflied to Patmos, an Ifle in the ^gean Sea, 
•and there received the vifions contakie<l in this 
book, in the laft year of the reign of Domi* 
tian, about the year xcvi. Others fuppoTe u 
was written before the deftru6lion of Jerufa- 
lem. This is the opinion of M. MichaeKs, 
who dates it fo early as the tiipe of Claudius 
or Nero, long before St. John's Gofpels ojr 
Epiflles, in this he follows the opinion of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, who concludes it muft have 
been compofed in an early period of St. John'« 
life, becaufe the flyle, he thinks, abounds with 
^ebraifms, and is not penned in fuch good 
and fluent Greek as the Gofpels and Epiilles; 
which he suppofes were written when the 
Apoftle had acquired a more perfeft knowledge 
of the Greek tongue. Other critics however 
do not allow fo great a difference of language 
between this and St. John's other writings ; 
at lead not more than what they think may be 

G occafioncd 



138 OF THE REVELATION 

occafioned by the difference of fubjeft, arifing 
"from allufioiis to the prophetic books of the 
Old Teftament, or from the abruptnefs and 
obfcurity of the prophetic ftyle. It is again 
urgod^ that ^he Revelation mentions no 
other herefy, as flourifhing, but that of the 
Nicolaitans/ which fubfifted long before that 
<of Ceritltbus, againii which St. John wrote hh 
.Gofpel betwenA.D. lxv and lxviii, and 
therefore the Revelation muft have been writ- 
ten long before. In oppofition to this, it is 
doubted whether the feven churches of Afia 
were founded fo early as the times of Claudius 
or Nero ; or had at leaft undergone fuch great 
changes and revolutions as are alluded to 
in this Book. It has likewife been thought 
improbable that the Apoflle (hould give this 
prophetic and myllerious Book before ever 
he had delivered a plain and (imple narrative 
-of the life of his mafter : the latter, as it 
would be of the greateft ufe to Chriftians, 
would naturally be firil afforded them ; and 
the Apoftles would be moll likely to lay dowa 
the great and fundamental doftrines of Chrif- 

y The Nr COL A I TANS, accord ng to aiicient writers, 
were a seft who taught the lawfulness of lewdness and 
idolatrous sacrifices : tiiey were so called from one Nicolas 
their founder. By Nicolaitans in scripture are thought to 
be meant, in general, lewd and profligate persons, who 
aim at nothing but their own secular advantage. 

tiantty 
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tianity in general, before they would think of 
entering into the ftate of particular churches,; 
or defcribe the events of future times, whether 
near or remote; 

Some other arguments for the more «arly 
date of this book are given by M. Michaelis, 
and others; but, as they allow them all to bC' 
Subordinate to that urged above from the Un- 
common prevalence of the oriental idioms ii# 
tfeis book beyond what are found in the other- 
writings of. St. John, this will not be judged^ 
very deciGve, if, after all, it (hould appear that 
this- is no more than the natural confequente 
of the fubjeS ; and that St. John, exprcffing' 
in Greek the images of the ancient Hebrew 
Prophets, had a particular reafon for adopting 
their phrafeology and idioms, as being in- 
feparable from the prophetic ftyle': fo that, 
Qpon the whole, perhaps we may reafonably* 
aoide by the exprefs teftimony of Irenaeus*,' 
that this facred Book was written in the reign- 
of Domitian; as that ancient Father was a 



• See what is urged on the Suhjfect of Prophetic Style, * 
in Dr. Hwd*» Lectsres, referred to below. See partrcu- i 
Urly Sermon tbe 9i*i. . ; 

* Adversi Haeres. Jib. vi. cap. 30, p.'44?. ed. Grab.* 
See also £uscbius,.Chron. lib. i. Ed. ScaL p. 80. Vide 
^am p. 164.- Lib. postehoris & Chron. Can. p. ^08;' 
Hist. Eccles. hb. iPi. cap. 18. Bp« Newton on the 
Prophecies, vol. iii. p. 14, 13. 
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PifdpU of Poiyearp, who had been a DifcK 
j^te 6f SU John himfelf. 

But at whatever period' ol his Life the Re- 
velation was compofed, there is ftrong internal 
Stidence^, as l^ell is the moft convincing pid- 
iitive Teftimoi^y, that thi« book was written 
by St* John the £vangeUft^. It is no lefs ob* 
vioQS that the contents are. of a prophetic na« 
anre, and that they exhibit a feries of vifions^ 
defcriptive of very important events that Were 
tb (ucceed in the courfe of ages. 

Many iagenious and learned men have un« 
denaken to illu&rate this facred Book, and 
«ven to point ^ut very precifely the particular 
events predicted by its infpired Author ; but 
their Alccefs has not always been anfwerable t6 
their fanguine e»pe3ations. Perhaps a com* 
plet6 afid perfedl Commentary nwft be referveil 
j^ ftttore agesf when many of ihe events have 
tdti^a place, which are predicted in it, but re« 
ipain at prefem unaceomplifhed. 

lJov^£VfiR, the pious Student ought not to. 
be difcouraged from the perufal of thefe divine 
Prophecies : and it is certain that he could 
never fit dl>wa to cozrfider them with fo much 
advantage as Jie can at prefeUCi wfaea he is 
farnilh^d with fo excellent ati Itittoduflion to 
the fludy <>f thefe and all other Prophecies^ 



h Stt I>r. TWells, M. Michaells, U(u 
*^ See Lardncr, DQddridge, &c. 
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which regard the Chriftian Church, in the Lec- 
tures lately publifhed by the learned and. inge« 
nious Preacher at Lincoln's- Inn**. 

To this admired writer, it will be fufEcient 
here to refer the Reader, and he will lead him 
to as excellent a Commentator in the great and 
admirable Jofeph Mede ; to whofe works thefe 
new Leflures are a moll ufeful Introdu£lion. 
It will be fufficient here to give a fliort extrad 
from the latter, to afBft the reader in forming 
a diftinft idea of the method in which the 
whole Book of the Apocalypfe is difpofed: 
which he will readily do, if he obferves that it 
is refolvable into three great Parts. 

The first part is that of the Epistles to 
the Seven Churches, contained in the three firft 
chapters. This, as containing little or nothing 
prophetic, is not at all conGdered by Mr, Mede. 

The second Part (with which Mr. Mede 
begins his Commentary) is' that of the sealed 
Book, from chap. iv. to chap. x. and contains 
the fates of the Roman empire, or its Civil 
Revolutions; yet with a reference flill. to the 
ftate and fortune of the Chriftian Church. 

The third Part is that of the open Book» 
with what follows to the end ; and exhibity^ 

•* Introduction to the Study of the Prophecies concern- 
ing the Cliristian Church, and in particular concerning 
the ChMrch of Papal Rome, in xi i Sermons, 3cc. by 
Richard Husd, p.D. London, ITT'^. 8yo. 

G 3 in 
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m a tiioii: minute and extended vkv, Ihd fatei 
of the Chriftian Church, elptscklly during itff 
apoftacy, and after its reeovery from it. 

This Third Divifion may, farther, be con- 
^fered 9s cotififtiti/j of two Piatts. 

Th£ ^litsr contains, in chap, xi, a fura^ 
m^ry tieir bf what ftouid befall the Ckriftiaii 
Churchf contempOfTary with the ev«m» de^ 
4uced in the fecohd part, c^ncermng the Eiii'> 
pine ; and is giveti in this place, in order to 
eonneft the fecond and third parts,> and to 
ibew their correfpondence and contempora* 
jieity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, p^ 4'24> and 
Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. 

The second Part of the iaft Divifion 
(from chap. xii. to the end) gives a detaiied 
accontit of what fhoutd befalt the Chrifiiai? 
Church in diflin£l and feveral of them Tyrhi 
chronical Viftons. 

*^* ffere ws should conclude ; hut as the curio%a 
Reader may desire to he ir^formed kow the Predictions 
revealed in this book of St, John hftve usufilly been 
interpreted and applied fiy Protestants, toe sftall^ con- 
iisteni vjiih 4mr i^ctj Mh^in^ A KEY TO THE. 
PROPHECIES CONTAiNED IN THE RSVE- 
LATiON. This is extracted from the learned Disstr- 
tations of Dr. Newton, Bishop of 'Bnsiol* : to which 
she Reader is refeiredfor a morefidl illustration of 
the several parls^ as the conciseness qf our plan on^ 
Admits a short uttaljfsis or abridgment i/them. 

* Ditsertatiorrs on the Prophecies which have temark-' 
A'y been fulfilled, and aU ihiiAime are S\x\tliing, in the 

A KEY 



A KEY TO tHM PROPHECIES CONTAINED 
IN THE REVELATION, 

NOTHING of a prophetical nature oc* 
curs in the firft Three Qiapters^ except^ 
i. \fhat is faid concerning the Cbarcb of 
&HESUfi, that her *^ Candleftick fliali ht re* 
iBoTedoutof its place," which is now verified^ 
not only in this, but in all the other Afiatic 
churches which exified at that time ; the ligib 
of the Gofpel having been tiJcen from*them« 
flot only by their herefies and divifions from 
within, bat by the arms of the Saracens from 
without: And, 2. concerning rhe church of 
Smyrma, that flie ihall ^' have tribiilitioti tea 
days ;" that i^ in . pro|il)Cttc language, ten 
years ; refferrinig to the perfecution of Diocle- 
tian, which alone of aH t!he general perfecu* 
cions Jailed fe long. 

The next five Chapters relate to the open* 
iog ^ the Sevin Seals ; and by «hefe feals 
are intimated (b many different periods 4A tha 
prophecy* Sixef thofe fealt ire opcned'in the 
fixth and fevendi chapters. , 

The piitST Seax. or period is memorable 
for conquefts* It commences with Vefpafian, 
and terminates in Nerva; and during tfaia 
time jfudatt was fubfngated. 

The sscai^ft Seal is noted for war and 
flatt^hter. k commences with Trajan, and 
contmues through his reign, and that of Im 
Aicceflbrs. in this period, the Jews were en- 
tirely ^HMited «d «<»%eii!od; and gtmit waa 

the 



144 A KEY TO THE 

the daughter and devaftation occafioned by the 
contending parties. 

The third Seal is chara3erifed by a ri* 
gorous execution of juftice, and an abundant 
provifion of corn, wine, and oil. It com- 
mences with Septimius Severus. He and 
Alexander Severus. were juft and fevere enrpe- 
ror$» and at the fame time highly celebrated 
for the regard they paid to the internal felicity 
pf their people, by procuring them plenty of 
every thing, and particularly corn, wine, and 
oil. This period tailed during the reigns of 
the Septimian family. 

The fourth Seal is diAinguiflied by a 
concurrence of evils, fuch as war, famine, 

e^flilence, and wild beafls ; by all which the 
oman empire was Temarkably ixifelled from 
the reign or Maximip to that of Diocletian. 
. The fifth Seal begins at Diocletian, 
and is fignalized . by the great perfecution, 
from whence arofe that memorable i£ra, the 
^ra of .Martyrs. 

With CoiiAantine begins the Sixth Seal, 
a period of revolutions, piflured forth by 

frreat cprnmotions in earth and in heaven, al- 
uding to the fubverfion of Paganifm, and the 
eftabliflimont of Cbrifiianity. This period 
lafied from the reign of Coafiantine the Great, 
lo that of Theodofius the firft. 

The seventh Seal includes under it the 
femaining parts of the. prophecy, and com- 
prehends feven periods diftinguiflied by the 
founding of seven Trumpets. 
. As the SeaJ-s foretold the fiate of the Ro- 
loan eqapire before and till it becaine Chriiliaa, 

' fo 
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ib the TaUMJPETS forefliow the fate of it af- 
towards } e«cb TrumF£T being an alarum t&, 
one nation or other, roofing them up to over* 
throw that erinpire, 

FoyA of tbefe Trumpets are founded iu 
the eighth Chapter. 

At the foumluig of the ftrst, Akric and 
his Goths invade the Roman empire, befiege 
Rome twice, and fet it on fire in feveral places. 
At the founding of the second, Attila and 
his Huns wafte the Roman provinces and 
compel the eaftern emperor Theodofius the 
fecond, and the wefiern emperor Valentioiaa 
the third, to fubmit to (hameful terms* At 
the founding of the third, Genieric and bis 
Vandais arrive from Afcka ; fpoil^ and plun- 
der RcMne, and let fuil again with iiumenfe 
wc»kh and innumerable captives. At the 
founding of the jtourth, Odoacer and the 
Heruli put an end to the very name of the 
Weftern Empire ; Theodoric founds the king-^ 
dom of the OOrogoths in Italy ; and at laft Italy 
becomes a province of the Eaftern Empire^ 
Rome being governed by a Duke under the 
Exarqh oi Ravenna. 

As the f<Mregoi]ig Trumpets relate chiefly 
to the downfal of the Weftern Empire, fo dp 
the TWO following to that of the Eaftern^ 
They arc founded in the ninths tenth, and part 
of the eleventh Chapter. 

At the founding oF the fifth Truiifet^ 
Mahomet that blading ftar appears, opens the 
bottomiefs pit, and with his LocuAs the Ara- 
bians darkens the fun and air. And at tbe 
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founding of the sixth, a period not ycr 
finifhed, the four Angels, that is the four Sul- 
tanies, or Leaders of the Turks and Othmans^ 
are loofed from the river Euphrates. The- 
Greek or Eaftern empire was cruelly " hurt 
and tormented" under the fifth Trumpet r 
but under the sixth, it was ^* flain," and 
utterly deftroyed. 

The Latin, or Weflern Church being in- 
no wife reclaimed by the ruin of the GreeK or 
Eaftern, but flill pcrfifting in its Idolatry 
and Wickednefs ; at the beginning of the tenth 
Chapter, and under the found of this sixth 
Trumpet, is introduced a ViGon prepara- 
tive to the Prophecies refpefting the Weftern 
Church, wherein an Angel is reprefented 
having in his hand p little Book, or Codicil, 
defcribing the calamities that (hould t>vertake- 
tfaat Church. The meafuring of the temple, &c» 
ftews, that during all this period there will, 
be fome true Chriftians, who will conform 
tfaemfelves to the rule of God's word, even 
vhilft the outer court, that is, the external 
and more extenfive part of this Temple or 
Church, is trodden under foot by Gentiles, i. e^ 
fuch Chriflians as, in their idolatrous worlhip 
and perfecuting praftice, rcfemble and out-do 
the Gentiles themfelves. Yet againft thefe cor- 
rupters.of religion, there will always be fome 
true witneffes to protest,, who, however, they 
may be over«.borne at times, and in appearance 
reduced to death, yet will arife again fi-om time- 
to time,' till at lafi they triumph and glorionfljr 
afcend. . The eleventh Chapter concludes witb 
the founding of the seventh Trumpet. 

'  In 
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tw the twelfth Chapter, by the Womaa 
bearing a man-child is to be underflood the 
Chriflian Church ; by the great red Dragon, 
the Heathen Roman-enipire ; by the man- 

' child whom the woman bore, Conftantine the 

* Great ) and bf the war in heaven, the con- 
tefts between the Chriftian and Heathen reli- 

•"gions. 

In the thirteenth Chapter, by the Beaft with 
feven heads and ten horns, unto whom the 
Dragon gave his poWer, feat, and great autho- 

'irity, is to be underftood, not Pagan but Chrif- 
tian, not imperial but papal Rome ; in fub- 

^ mitting to whofe religion, the world did in ef- 
ie£i fubmit again to the religion of the Dragon. 
The ten-horned Beaft therefore reprefents the 
Romifh church and ftate in general : but the 
Beaft with two horns like a lamb is the Roman 
clergy ; and that image of the ten-horned 
Beaft, which the two- horned Beaft caufed to 
be made, anci infpired with life, is the Pope ; 
whofe number is 666, according to the nume- 
rical powers of the letters conftituting the Ro- 
man name Aaittvos, Latinus^ viz. 

A, SO. A, 1. T, 300. E, 5. I, 10. N, 50. O, 7. 
2, 200. {666.) . 'Or its eqiiivalent.in Hebrew, n^n 
Jlmniith, viz. i 200. 1(). » 40. » 10. » 10. n ^OO. 
i666.) 

Chapter xiv. By the Lamb on mount 
Sion is meant Jesus,; By the hundred forty 
and four thoufand, his church and followers ; 
By the angel preaching the everlafting gofpel, 
the £rft principal effort made towards a re- 

•- iorma- 
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fomuttjoQ by that piiWic ofpofition formed 
j^inft the worfhip of tdints and imager by 
emperors and biQiopg in the eighth and ninth 
centuries ; By the anflcl crying, " Babylon is 
fallen/* the Waldenies and A'bigenfes, who 
pronounced the Church of Bome to be ibe 
Apocalyptic BabvloHi and denounced ber de- 
flmfiion ; And oy the third Angel, Martin 
JLutber and bis fellow Reformers, who pro- 
tefted againft all the corruptions of the Cburcfc 
of Rome, as de/lru^ive to falvatipn* 

HxRE we may put a period to this fliert 
Analyfis of the Revelations, as what fot- 
lows feems not to be of fuch obvious in(eq)re. 
tation as the precedine, and therefore the curi- 
otts Reader wiE ^coniult (he Biftop's Disser- 
tations themfdiiresi; In reading thofe or 
any other illuftcatfidii of the Propnecies con- 
tained in this myflerioiis book, he wilt do well 
always to have before him the jadicious work 
of Joseph Mede, above quoted* 



FINIS. 



Moled bf T. Gunoft HMwrd ?«leit«ixw|b-coiMt« FJctt^trecU 



